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RACOS non ſolere ſignare Accentiunculas, 

et lapides arguunt, et vetera numiſmata. 
Nec enim vel tenorum vel ſpirituum in iis notæ 
comparent. Imo etiam poſtquam jam inoleverat 
conſuetudo eas adſcribendi, multi tamen morem 


veterem prætulerunt. 
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RIMAM hominis noxam, vetitaque ex arbore fœtus 
Avulſos, morſu quæ deguſtata nefando 


Humanæ genti mortem et genus omne malorum 


Intulit, et miſeros Edeni ſedibus egit, 


Donec Progenies humano ab ſemine major 


Reſtituat lapſos, lætiſque reponat in arvis, 
Diva, canas: tu, ſecreto quæ vertice quondam 
Orebi, Sinæ- ve jugis, præcordia ſancto 


Paſtori afflabas, quem lecta ab origine proles 


PARADISE LOST. 


B O OK I. 


F man's firſt diſobedience, and the fruit 
Of that forbidden tree, whoſe mortal taſte 
Brought death into the world, and all our woe, 
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PARADISE LOST. 


With loſs of Eden, till one greater MAN 


- Reſtore us, and regain the blisful ſeat, 
Sing, heav'nly muſe, that, on the ſecret top 
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Audiit ingentis primordia dicere mundi, 
Emerſaſque Chao terras cœlumque profundum. 

Seu tibi ſit Sion cordi magis, et Siloæ fons 

Celſa pi tacito lambens oracula rivo, 

Rite tuam poſcentis opem præſentior audi 

Inde preces, non vulgari qui carminis ala 
Aonium ſpernit montem, impavidoque volatu 
Ardua molitur, nulli ſermone ſoluto 

Dicta prius, nulli veterum celebrata camcene. 
Tuque adeo, qui, templorum penetralibus altis 
Poſthabitis, purum pectus ſanctoſque receſſus 

Caſti animi colis; o fari da, syiRIT us alme, 
Scis etenim et memorare potes; Tu ſemina mundi 
Prima fovens, aliſque, parentis more columbæ, 
Expanſis ſuper incumbens, immane profundum 
Vi fœcundabas genitali: Tu mihi luſtra 

Corda bonus; lucem cœco, invalidoque vigorem 


Suffice, ut ingenti non impar argumento 


Conſurgam; legeſque bi venerandaque jura 
Defendens, pandam dictis quam numine juſto 


Torquet res hominum, atque æquis moderatur habenis. 30 


PARADISO LOST; 


Of Oreb, or of Sinai, didſt inſpire 

That ſhepherd, who firſt taught the choſen ſeed, 
In the beginning how the heav'ns and earth 

Roſe out of Chaos : or if Sion hill 
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PARADISE LOST. 


Delight thee more, and Siloa's brook, that flow'd 
Faſt by the oracle of cop ; I thence 

Invoke thy aid to my advent'rous ſong, 

That with no middle flight intends to ſoar 

Above th' Aonian mount, while it purſues 
Things unattempted yet in proſe or rhime. 

And chiefly Thou, o sIRIT, that doſt prefer 
Before all temples th' upright heart and pure, 
Inſtruct me, for Thou know'ft ; Thou from the firſt - 


Waſt preſent, and with mighty wings outſpread, 
Dove-like, fat'ſt brooding on the vaſt abyſs, 
And mad'ſt it pregnant: what in me is dark 
Illumine, what is low raiſe and ſupport ; 

That to the height of this great argument 

I may aſſert Eternal Providence, 

And juſtify the ways of cop to men. 
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Fare age, namque patent ſuperas tibi cuncta per oras 
Perque altos Erebi tractus, quæ cauſa parentes 
Impulerit primos, cœli propiore beatos 
Numine, tam blandi cexniror1s ſpernere juſſa 


Ingratos, unum ob vetitum, cum cetera late N 
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Terrarum vaſta ſoli ditione tenerent; 

Tam fœdum miſeris crimen quis ſuaſerit auctor. 

Infernus ſerpens: ille improbus arte maligna 

Matrem hominum luſit, furiis ultricibus actus, 

Ipſe exul jam tum cœli, faſtumque nefandum 40 þ 
Efferaque auſa luens cum Tartareo comitatu z 1 
Quorum ope, præcelſum divini munus honoris q | ; 
Ante pares longe affectans, æquaſſe syegemu | 7 
Sperabat, ſi contra obſiſteret; impiaque amens 1 


Bela i 
PARADISE LOST. 4 


Say firſt, for heav'n hides nothing from thy view, 
Nor the deep tract of hell, ſay firſt, what cauſe | 
Moy'd our grand parents, in that happy ſtate, _ = 
Favour'd of heav'n ſo highly, to fall off 30 Y 
From their REA TOR, and tranſgreſs his will 
For one reſtraint, lords of the world beſides ? 
Who firſt ſeduc'd them to that ſoul revolt? 
Th' infernal ſerpent ; he it was, whoſe guile 
Stirr'd up with envy and revenge, deceiv'd 
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The mother of mankind, what-time his pride 
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PARADISE UOST. 


Had oa him out from heav'n, with all his hoſt 
Of rebel angels, by whoſe aid aſpiring 

To ſet himſelf in glory above his peers, 

He truſted to have equall'd the Mos r Hioh, 
If he oppos'd; and with ambitious aim, 
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Bella ve1 folio et pugnam intentabat atrocem. 
Hunc adeo, effræni molitum vana tumultu, 
Athereis projectum oris per inane profundum 
Flagrantem torſit pr us, horrificaque ruina 
Præcipitem dedit; æternæque voragine noctis 
Incluſit demerſum, ibi longum adamantina vincla 
Et meritos flammæ paſſurum vindicis ignes, 

Qui maleſana palam ou NOTEN TEu in bella vocarat. 
Jam novies noctis ſpatium novieſque diei 
Fluxerat, ut terris numerantur tempora; ponto 
Hic ſuper ignivomo, dira comitante caterva, 
Attonitus jacet, atque animæ ſtupet obruta virtus 
there. Cœlo viſum eſt gravioribus iris 


Hunc ultra ſupereſſe; amiſſa hinc gaudia luget, 


Illinc immenſos horret ſine fine dolores: 
Lumina continuo feralia circumvolvit, 

Lumina mœrorem immanem, formidine mixta, 
Invictumque odium et faſtum teſtata ferocem. 


PARADISE LOST. 


Againſt the throne and monarchy of cop, 

Rais'd impious war in heav'n and battle proud 
With vain attempt. Him the ALMIORHTY POWER 
Hurl'd headlong flaming from th' ethenal ſky, 
With hideous ruin and combuſtion, down 

To bottomleſs perdition ; there to dwell 

In adamantine chains and penal fire, 
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PFARADISE LOST. 


Who durſt defy th' omnieoTENT to arms. 
Nine times the ſpace that meaſures day and night 50 
To mortal man, he, with his horrid crew, 
Lay vanquiſh'd, rolling in the fiery gulph, 
Confounded, though immortal : but his doom | 
Reſerv'd him to more wrath ; for now the thought 
Both of loſt happineſs and laſting pain 55 
Torments him; round he throws his baleful eyes, 
That witneſs'd huge affliction and diſmay, 
Mix'd with obdurate pride and ſteadfaſt hate. 
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Tum celerem torquens aciem, quantum uſque tuendo 

Ccœlicolum penetrant oculi, loca lurida, vaſto 

Deformem tractu regionem aſpectat: ubique 65 

Horror erat; barathrumque ingens, ceu maxima fornax, 

Undique jactabat flammas, fine lumine flammas : 

Obſcura tantum ſub lucis imagine triſtes 

Luſtrabat Caligo plagas, ſolaſque dolorum 

Pandebat facies, umbras valleſque inamznas.; E227 70 
Pax fugit inde, quieſque ; fugit, quæ ſublevat omnes 
Ultro ſpes placida; at torto vindicta flagello 

Inſtat, diluviumque perenni agit agmine flammas 
Sulphuris indomitas. Iſtos hac ſede rebelles, 

Hoc claudi oN ENS æquus decreverat antro, 
Heu quam diſſimili patriæ ſediſque relictz ! 

Ter tantum ore ſuo æthereaque a luce remotos, 

Quantum vel medio diſtat mundi ultimus axis. 


75 
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PARADISE LOST. 


At once, as far as angels ken, he views 

The diſmal ſituation, waſte and wild; 60 
A dungeon horrible on all ſides round, 

As one great furnace, flam'd; yet from thoſe flames 

No light, but rather darkneſs viſible 

Serv*d only to diſcover fights of woe ; | 

Regions of ſorrow, doleful ſhades, where peace 65 
And reſt can never dwell , hope never comes, 

That comes to all; but torture without end 
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PARADISE LOST. 


Still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed 

With ever-burning ſulphur unconſum'd. 

Such place Eternal Juſtice had prepar'd 

For thoſe rebellious, here their priſon ordain'd 
In utter darkneſs, and their portion ſet, 

As far remov'd from cop and light of heav'n, 
As from the center thrice to th' utmoſt pole. 
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ON PARADISI AMISS! Lis. I. 


Cladis ibi comites flammarum in gurgite volvi 
Dux cernit miſer attonitos, multoque rotatos 80 
Turbine; et adjunctum lateri, qui proximus ipſi 


Criminibus ſceptriſque, inſano agitarier æſtu: 
Ille Paleſtina longo poſt tempore notus, 
Nomine Balzebus: quem cæli acerrimus hoſtis 
(Ccœlicolæ hinc Satanam memorant) audacibus ultro 85 


Compellans dictis horrenda filentia rupit : 
Si ſis ille idem] verum o quam everſus, ab illo 
Quantum o mutatus, lætis qui lucis in oris 
Tot rutilorum unus ſuperabas millia longe 5 
Cœlicolum, eximio radiorum indutus amictu! go 
Si ſis ille, mihi ſocium quem fœdus idemque 
Conſilium, quem ſpes eadem et commune periclum 
Auſi participem ingentis junxere; ruina 


Nunc 


PARADISE LOST. 


O how unlike the place from whence they fell ! | 75 
There the companions of his fall, o'erwhelm'd 

With floods and whirlwinds of tempeſtuous fire, 

He ſoon diſcerns, and, weltring by his fide, | 

One, next himſelf in power, and next in crime, 


Long after known in Paleſtine, and nam'd | 80 


Beelzebub. To whom th' arch enemy, 
And thence in heav'n call'd Satan, with bold words 
Breaking the horrid ſilence thus began. 

If thou beeſt he; but o how fall'n! how chang'd 


From him, who, in the happy realms of light 85 
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J LOST. 


Cloath'd with tranſcendent brightneſs, didſt outſhine 
Myriads tho' bright! if he, whom mutual league, 
United thoughts and counſels, equal hope 

And hazard in the glorious enterprize, 

Join'd with me once, now miſery hath join'd 
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14 PARA DISI AMISSI 


Nunc ſors una par! junxit: de culmine quanto 
Corruimus, ſentis, quantaque voragine merſi. 
Scilicet hunc tantum evexere tonitrua, nulli 
Nota prius fera tela. At me, ſi tota ruat vis 
Telorum, et quocunque aliud violentior ira 
Victoris quondam inveniet, non franget, atroxve 
Mutabit mihi cor, ſpecies licet extera formæ 
Mutetur; neque enim, quæ ſpretæ injuria movit 
Virtutis, generoſa animo faſtidia cedent. 

Ergo ipſi haud veritus bellum intentare Tonanti 
Ccelicolum immenſas ducebam in prælia turmas, 
Quot juga detrectare auſi, dominumque volentes 
Me potius, vires quas Iſte coegerat omnes 

Per latos cœli dubio certamine campos 

Viribus aggreſſi adverſis, ſoliumque ſupremum 
Concuſſere. Eſto; palmam infelicibus alter 
Præripuit; ſed mens ſupereſt immota, nec ullis 
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 Debellanda 


FARADISER LOST. 


In equal ruin : into what pit thou ſeeſt | 

From what height fall'n, ſo much the ſtronger prov'd 
He with his thunder : and, till then, who knew 

The force of thoſe dire arms? yet, not for thoſe, 
Nor what the potent Victor in his rage 

Can elſe inflict, do I repent, or change, 
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FARADISE LOST:. 


Though chang'd in outward luſtre, that fix'd mind, 
And high diſdain from ſenſe of injur'd merit, 

That with the M1GHTIEsT rais'd me to contend, 
And to the fierce contention brought along 
Innumerable force of ſpirits arm'd, 

That durſt diſlike his reign, and, me preferring, 

His utmoſt pow'r with adverſe pow'r oppos'd 

In dubious battle on the plains of heav'n, 

And ſhook his throne. What tho? the field be loſt ? 
All is not loſt; th* unconquerable will, 
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6 PARA D ISI AMISSI 


Debellanda malis, ſed flecti neſcia virtus, 
Immortale odium, vindictæ arrecta cupido, 


Et quodcunque uſquam vinci frangive recuſat. 


Bis. . 


Hos mihi nunquam adimet, nunquam extorquebit honores, 


Non rabie indomita, non vi. Victumne ſuperbos 


Me volvi ante pedes, et inertia flectere genua ? 
Orabo veniam ſupplex, et habebitur ultro 

Iſte mihi pxus, Iſte hujus terrore lacerti 

Pallidus haud:ridem, ac regno nutante tremiſcens d 
Tunc eſſem ſane abjectus, tunc clade vel ipſa 
Fœdius opprobium paterer. Quoniam auſpice fato 
Igneus ille deum vigor et cœleſtis origo 

Morte carent; quoniam et belli gravis exitus armis 
Haudquaquam fractos uſu meliora magiſtro 
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120 


Edocuit: 


FARADISE LOST. 


And ſtudy of revenge, immortal hate, 

And courage never to ſubmit or yield, 

And what is elſe not to be overcome; 

That glory never ſhall his wrath or might 

Extort from me ; to bow and ſue for grace 

With ſuppliant knee, and deify his power, 

Who from the terror of this arm ſo late 
Doubted his empire; that were low indeed, 
That were an ignominy and ſhame beneath 

This downfal ; fince by fate the ſtrength of gods 
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VII. 114.—** Orhrer a Hos quatuor verſiculos, paucoſque alios ſparſim, quibus com- 
mata prefiguntur, auſi ſumus, temere forſan, ſuperaddere Divino Poemati Anglico. Anne lector 
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PARADISE LOST. 


And this empyreal ſubſtance cannot fail, 
Since through experience of this great event, 
In arms not worſe, in foreſight much advanc'd, 
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We 


x - PARADISI AMISSI 


Edocuit: quin tandem alacres vi, fraude, tenaces 


Propoſiti, paciſque haud unquam in fœdus ituri, 
Vexamus dirum æternis aſſultibus Hoſtem ? 


Qui jam ſecurus lætos ſine more triumphos 


Toto agitat cœlo Victor, ſua nec capit amens 


Gaudia, quod ſupera ſolus dominetur in arce. 130 1 1 


Hzc Satanas alta jactabat voce, ſed acres l *t 
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Cura gravis ſtimulos imo ſub pectore verſat; 


Olli Balzebus ſcelerato retulit ore: 1 

O Rex armipotens, o qui celfiſſimus omnes =_ 
Imperio exſuperas, ſceptris quicunque ſuperbi 135 1 
Auſpicio duxere tuo metuenda minatas ; 


Bella Seraphinas acies; quas fortibus auſis 


Impavidas ſenſit ſuperæ Rex arduus aulæ, ö 


Quærentes num vi ſceptrum caſuve teneret, vo 
An fato : heu nimium memori mihi pectora tangit 140 
Exitus immanis, nos qui cœleſtibus oris 


Detruſit, tantaque ingentes clade cohortes, 
Quantum 


FANRADISE LOST. -- a 


We may with more ſucceſsful hope reſolve 8 120 
To wage by force or guile eternal war, 

Irreconcileable to our grand Foe, 

Who now triumphs, and in th” exceſs of joy, 
Sole reigning, holds the tyranny of heav'n. 

So ſpake th' apoſtate angel, though in pain, 1225 

Vaunting aloud, but rack'd with deep deſpair: 

And him thus anſwer'd ſoon his bold compeer. 
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FARADISE LOST, 


O prince, o chief of many throned powers, 

That led th' imbattled Seraphim to war 
Under thy conduct, and in dreadful deeds 130 
Fearleſs endanger'd heav'n's perpetual King, 

And put to proof his high ſupremacy, 

Whether upheld by ſtrength, or chance, or fate, 

Too well I ſee, and rue, the dire event, 

That with ſad overthrow and foul defeat 3 135 
Hath loſt us heav'n, and all this mighty hoſt, 


20 PARADISI AMISSI 


Quantum celſa deum potuit natura perire, 
Turbavit : mens ſpirat adhuc invicta, vigorque 
Sponte redit, vitæ quanquam periere prioris 
Gaudia, et æterno merſatur gloria luctu. 

Sia fors 0MN1PoTENs (hoc tandem nomine cogor 
Dignari ; neque enim tales minor ulla poteſtas 
Viciſſet vires) noſtrum hunc ſupereſſe vigorem 
Paſſus, ut æternos melius tolerare labores 
Poſſimus fine fine, et longum ultricibus iris 
Sufficere ; hic imo uſque Erebo victoris iniqui 
Ad nutum medios penſa exercere per ignes, 

Aut denſis inviſa ſequi mandata ſub umbris. 
Quid juvat integras vires ſervare, perenni 

Quid ſupereſſe æ vo, pœnas ſi vita perennes 
Hororum fœcunda ferat? Quem deinde rebellis 
Dux populi aggreditur præceps et talibus infit: 


PARADISE LOST. 


In horrible deſtruction laid thus low, 

As far as gods and heav'nly eſſences 

Can periſh: for the mind and ſpirit remains 
Invincible, and vigour ſoon returns, 

Though all our glory extinct, and happy ſtate 

Here ſwallow'd up in endleſs miſery. 

But what if He, our Conqu'ror (whom I now 

Of force believe Almighty, ſince no leſs 

Than ſuch could have o'erpow'r'd ſuch force as ours) 
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PARADISE LOST. 

Have left us this our ſpirit and ſtrength entire 

Strongly to ſuffer and ſupport our pains, 

That we may ſo ſuffice his vengeful ire, 

Or do him mightier ſervice as his thralls 

By right of war, whate' er his buſineſs be, 

Here in the heart of hell to work in fire, 

Or do his errands in the gloomy deep ? 

What can it then avail, though yet we feel 
Strength undiminiſh'd, or eternal being, 

To undergo eternal puniſhment ? 
| Whereto with ſpeedy words th' arch-fiend reply'd. 
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Fall'n 
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Degener atque oblire tui! patiamur, agamus, 
Quicquid erit, miſerum eſt fracto cecidiſſe vigore : 160 
At nos, quæ ſors cunque ferat, perſtabimus iidem, 
Gens adverſa bono æternùm, pravique quod uſquam eſt 
Certa ſequi; inviſi quicquid ſuprema tyranni 
Vox prohibet, labor is nobis, ea ſola voluptas. 
Ille mali de fonte bonum deducere quzrit ; 165 


r 


Sit noſtrum fini quæſito obſtare, malumque 
Extorquere bono. Quoties cruciabitur Hoſtis, 
Conſilia eludi dum ſentiet intima, meta 
Propoſita noſtras penitùs deflexa per artes 


En vero irarum referentes tela miniſtros 170 


AE Ids ed) acer 


Ad cœlum revocat Victor: cum ſulphure grando 
Jam poſuit ; flammarum omnis deſæviit æſtus, 
Athereo qui nos dudum de culmine miſſos 
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PARADISE LOST. 


Fall'n Cherub, to be weak is miſerable, 
Doing or ſuffering : but of this be ſure, 
To do ought good never will be our taſk, 
But ever to do ill our ſole delight, 160 
As being the contrary to his high will, 
Whom we reſiſt. If then his Providence 
Out of our evil ſeek to bring forth good, 
Our labour muſt be to pervert that end, 9 = 
And out of good ſtill to find means of evil; 165 
Which oft times may ſucceed, ſo as perhaps | 
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Shall grieve him, if I fail not, and diſturb 

His inmoſt counſels from their deſtin'd aim. 

But ſee! the angry Victor hath recall'd 

His miniſters of vengeance and purſuit 

Back to the gates of heav'n : the ſulphurous hail, 
Shot after us in ſtorm, o'erblown, hath laid 

The fiery ſurge, that from the precipice 

Of heav'n receiv'd us falling ; and the thunder, 
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Excepit: quin fulguris ala invecta rubenti 

Iras effudere tonitrua, laſſaque ceſſant 

Per vaſtum immenſumque altè reboare profundum. 
Dextrum igitur tempus (ſeu nos jam ſpreverit Hoſtis 
Securus, ſeu tandum acres ſatiaverit iras) 
Captemus. Viden' abruptum diffundier æquor, 
Incultus late campos, omnique carentes 

Luce plagas, niſi quæ liventibus edita flammis 
Exilit, incertoque tremiſcit pallida motu ? 

Illic igniti fugientes gurgitis æſtum 

Quæramus tandem ſpatium requiemque dolori, 
S1qua ibi fit requies; cogenteſque agmina fracta 
Tentemus quæ ſit potior ſententia ; quid nos 
Reſtituat ; dirum 1rritet quid atrociùs Hoſtem ; 
Quo mala vincamus ſtudio ; quas vivida vires 


Spes dederit : fin ſpes abſit, quin mittimus ultrò 
Sperare? Hoc animos, ipſum hoc fera pectora firmet. 


PARADISE LOST. 

Wing'd with red lightning and impetuous rage, 
Perhaps hath ſpent his ſhafts, and ceaſes now 
To bellow through the vaſt and boundleſs deep. 
Let us not ſlip the occaſion, whether ſcorn, 
Or ſatiate fury yield it from our Foe. | 
Seeſt thou yon dreary plain, forlorn and wild, 
The ſeat of deſolation, void of light, 

Save what the glimmering of theſe livid flames 
Caſts pale and dreadful ? Thither let us tend 
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From off the toſſing of theſe fiery waves, 

There reſt, if any reſt can harbour there, 185 
And, reaſſembling our afflicted powers, 
Conſult, how we may benceforth moſt offend 
Our Enemy, our own loſs how repair, 

How overcome this dire calamity, 8 
What reinforcement we may gain from hope, 190 
If not, what reſolution from deſpair. 


H Thus 
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His comitem affatus, ſublimi vertice fluctus 
Exſuperans, oculiſque procul flammantibus ardens 
Exſtabat Satanas; vaſto dum flumine proni 
Immanes membrorum artus per jugera multa 
Undabant. Non illum ingenti mole minaces 
Vincebant (quos fama canit) telluris alumni 
Auſi inferre Jovi bellum, Briareuſque tremendus 
Et Typhon, magnus magno exporrectus in antro 
Antiquam ad Tarſon: non illum ipſa horrida ponti 
Bellua, que flutus inter mirabile monſtrum 
Navigat, æquoreæque exultat maxima gentis. 
Olim hæc noctivagæ rectori viſa biremis, 


Norvegii ſalis in ſpuma dum forts quieſcit, 


PARADISE. LOS. 


Thus Satan talking to his neareſt mate 
With head uplift above the wave, and eyes, 
That ſparkling blaz'd ; his other parts beſides 
Prone on the flood, extended long and large, 
Lay floating many a rood ; in bulk as huge 
As whom the fables name of monſtrous ſize, 
Titanian, or Earth-born, that warr'd on Jove, 
Briareos or Typhon, whom the den 
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To Beiloul tows ro jryaxil eeuc | 205 
Boge pe 6 ven vb, 
Nucoy 
PARADISE: LOST. 
By ancient Tarſus held, or that ſea beaſt 200 


Leviathan, which cop of all his works 
Created hugeſt that ſwim th' ocean ſtream : 
Him, haply flumb'ring on the Norway foam, 
The pilot of ſome ſmall night-founder'd ſkiff 
Deeming 
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(Sic perhibent nautæ) vaſta inſula creditur, amplo 
Immenſum porrecta ſinu; latus anchora prenſat 20 5 
Squamoſum, et tuta fruitur ſtatione magiſter, 

Dum pontum obvelant tenebræ, luxque alma moratur. 


Talem cernere erat flammantes vincta per undas 


Membra exporrectum Satanam : nec membra levaſſet 

Ex alto rurſum emergens, ni ſponte ſupremo 210 

OuxirorENs nutu paſſus maleſana patrare 

Auſa animi effrænis, diros explere furores, 

Et ſceleri ſcelus, et pœnas ſuperaddere penis. 

Hinc aliis quæ tela amens molitur, in ipſum 

Autorem detorta cadunt; ſeſe ipſe ſuæque 215 
| Invidiz ſtimulos furiaſque incuſat atroces: 

Aſt homini, ſævã incautum quem luſerat arte, 

Dona videt frendens cœlo demiſſa, favorem 

Numinis effuſum atque æterni pignus amoris. 

Continuò immenſam attollit de gurgite molem 220 
Arduus : hinc atque hinc diviſo flumine abactæ 


Diſſiliunt 
PARADISE LOST. 
Deeming ſome iſland, oft, as ſea-men tell, 205 
With fixed anchor in his ſcaly rind, 
Moors by his fide under the lee, while night 
Inveſts the ſea, and wiſhed morn delays. 
So ſtretch'd out huge in length the arch-fiend lay, 
Chain'd on the burning lake ; nor ever thence | 210 
Had ris'n,or heav'd his head, but that the will 
And high permiſſion of all-ruling Heaven 


Left him at large to his own dark deſigns, 
That 
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PARADISE LOST. 


That with reiterated crimes he might 

Heap on himſelf damnation, while he ſought 
Evil to others, and enrag'd might ſee _- 

How all his malice ſerv'd but to bring forth 
Infinite goodneſs, grace and mercy ſhewn 

On man, by him ſeduc'd, but on himſelf 
Treble confuſion, wrath and vengeance pour'd. 
Forthwith upright he rears from off the pool 
His mighty ſtature; on each hand the flames 
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Diſſiliunt flammarum undæ, fluctuſque recedunt 
Præcipites: medio vallis patet horrida ponto. 
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Inde volans latè explicitis per inania pennis 

Panditur, et denſum inſolita premit aera mole; 225 
Dum tandem ſiccæ conſidit littore terre, 

Si modo terra foret, liquido non mitior æſtu 

Quæ ſolido ſtetit igne rigens, taliſque videri, 

Qualis, ubi rupem ingentem de fronte Pelori 

Aurarum vis ſubtus agens, Ætnæ-ve tonantis 230 
Præruptum latus avellit, cui viſcera flammam 

Concipiunt facilem, et nativo fomite ſulphur 

Dans ventis animos fornacibus æſtuat imis; 

Horrendo fœtore gravis fumoque peruſta 


Squalet agri facies. Tali ſe littore ſiſtit | 235 
..  - 


PARADISE LOST. 


Driv'n backward ſlope their pointing ſpires, and roll'd 
In billows, leave i' th' midſt a horrid vale. | 
Then with expanded wings he ſteers his flight | 225 
Aloft, incumbent on the duſky air, 
That felt unuſual weight, till on dry land 
He lights, if it were land, that ever burn'd 
With ſolid, as the lake with liquid fire ; 
And ſuch appear'd in hue, as when the force 230 
Of ſubterranean wind tranſports a hill 
Torn from Pelorus, or the ſhatter'd fide 
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Of thund'ring Etna, whoſe combuſtible 

And fuel'd entrails thence conceiving fire, 

Sublim'd with mineral fury, aid the winds, 

And leave a finged bottom all involy'd 

With ſtench and fmoak ; ſuch reſting found the ſole 
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Diri planta pedis !---Sociorum proximus ipſum 

Subſequitur : ſe more deum virtute recepta 

Jactabat Stygias proprio viciſſe paludes 

Impete, nec Domini nutum expectaſſe Superni. 
Hzc regio, hæc tellus, ergo he mihi littoris oræ, 

(Clamat cœlicolum dux obrutus) heccine ſedes 

Etheriis mutanda plagis, he luce beats 

Squalentes tenebrz ?---Bene habet, quum ſcilicet Iſti 

Sic viſum, qui ſceptra ferox indebita jactat: 

Eſto; juvat: quantùm potis eſt, procul, 6 procul Illo 

Sejunctus vivam, quem fati æquaverat ordo, 

Vis ſuper æquales nunc extulit. Arva valete 

Dulcia, fœlices capi, æterniſque fluentes 

Deliciis! Salvete horrores! Tu mihi ſalve 


Infernum ! Voſque interiùs nova pandite regna 


PARADISE LOST. 


Of unbleſs'd feet. Him follow'd his next mate, 
Both glorying to have *ſcap'd the Stygian flood, 
As gods, and by their own recover'd ſtrength, 
Not by the ſuff*rance of Supernal Power. 
Is this the region, this the ſoil, the clime, 
Said then the loft Arch-Angel, this the ſeat 
That we muſt change for heav'n, this mournful gloom 
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PARADISE LOST. 


For that celeſtial light? Be it fo, ſince he, 

Who now is Sov'reign, can diſpoſe and bid 

What ſhall be right: fartheſt from him is beſt, 
Whom reaſon hath equal'd, force hath made ſupreme 
Above his equals. Farewel, happy fields, 

Where joy for ever dwells! Hail, horrors! hail, 
Infernal world! and, thou profoundeſt hell, 
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Magno habitatori, atque imis capite alta cavernis 

Tartara, cui mentem non tempora, non loca mutant; ; 
Mens locus ipſa ſibi eſt; Erebum Cœlumque facit mens. 
Quid refert ubi ſim, fi perſtem immotus et idem, Hs 
Et qualem decet, haud ipſo, ſi fulmina tantum 256 
Abjiciat, Victore minor? Quin otia ſaltem 

Ducere in his dabitur tenebris, niſi et iſta tyrannus 

Invideat loca, et hinc aliis nos exigat armis. 

Saltem hic ſecuri dominabimur: Hoc bene regnum | 
Tanto emitur bello : Sic, fic regnare ſub umbris 260 
Præſtat, quam ſuperi ſervire per atria cœli. 

At quorſùm fidos comites ſocioſque ruinæ 

Lethæo attonitos patimur ſub gurgite volyi ? 


9— Quidni 


PARADISE LOST. 


Receive thy new poſſeſſor; one, who brings 

A mind, not to be chang'd by place or time. 

The mind is its own place, and in itſelf 

Can make a heav'n of hell, a hell of heav'n. 25% 
What matter where, if I be ſtill the fame, | 
And what I ſhould be, all but leſs than He, 

Whom thunder hath made greater ? Here at leaſt 

We ſhall be free; th' aLmicaTyY hath not built 

Here for his envy ; will not drive us hence: 260 
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PARADISE LOST. 


Here we may reign ſecure, and in my choice 
To reign is worth ambition, tho? in hell: 

Better to reign in hell, than ſerve in heav'n. 

But wherefore let we then our faithful friends, 

Th' aſſociates and co-partners of our loſs, -7* - 
Lie thus aſtoniſh'd on th obbvious pool, 


And 
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Quidni has in ſedes ſortemque vocamus iniquam 
Regni infcelicis ; vel ut experiamur in armis 
Quid coli regione datur reparare, vel imo 


Perdere (ſiquid adhuc perdendum reſtat) Averno ? 


Hæc Satanus. Cui fic Balzebus : Magne cohortum 


Late effulgentum ductor, quas noverat unus 
Viciſſe omnieoTENs ! Illam ſimul agmina vocem 
Audierint, pignus ſemper prædulce ſalutis, 
Bellorum extrema rabie ancipitique tumultu 
Auditam toties; ſigno quo protinus omnes 


Tot quondam in cœdes, diſcrimina tanta ruebant; 


Illa repente alacreſque animos agilemque vigorem 
Reſtituet; quanquam ignito jam gurgite pronos 


Urget iners, qualem et dudum nos ſenſimus, horror: 


Tanta deciderunt vaſtum per inane ruin | 


PFANRADISSE LOTT. 


And call them not to ſhare with us their part 
In this unhappy manſion, or once more 
With rallied arms to try what may be yet 
Regain'd in heav'n, or what more loſt in hell ? 
So Satan ſpake, and him Beelzebub 
Thus anſwer'd. Leader of thoſe armies bright, 
Which but th' oun1PoTENT none could have foil'd, 
If once they hear that voice, their livelieſt 
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard ſo oft 
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Finierat 
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PARADISE LOST. 


In worſt extremes, and on the perilous edge 
Of battle when it rag'd, in all aſſaults 
Their ſureſt ſignal, they will ſoon reſume 
New courage, and revive, tho' now they lye 
Grov'ling and proſtrate on yon lake of fire, 


280 
As we erewhile, aſtounded and amaz'd ; 
No wonder, faln ſuch a pernicious height 
L He 
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Finierat: magnaque ad littora mole ſuperbus 
Lenta tulit Satanas veſtigia: grande retortum 280 
A tergo, maſſa ztheria, vaſtum atque rotundum, 
Pendebat Scutum, immanes radiantibus oris 
Amplectens humeros, qualis cum veſpere Luna 
Fzſulea ſuper arce, aut lætis vallibus Arni 
Cernitur Artifici Thuſco, dum lumine vitri 285 
Dædaleo adjutus maculoſo explorat in orbe 
Monteſque fluvioſque vagos terraſque recentes. 
Innixus ſublimi Haſtæ, (cui maxima Pinus 
Norvegus ſi ſtrata jugis componitur, illo 
Utatur malo quanquam Prætoria Puppis, 290 
Virgula erit,) ſuper arva gradus fuſtentat iniquos 
Ignea, quantùm illis placidi per cærula cœli 
Diſſimiles! Omni interea regione furentes 


Incubuere 


PARADISE LOST. 


He ſcarce had ceas'd, when the ſuperior fiend 
Was moving tow'rd the ſhore : his pond'rous ſhield; 
Ethereal temper, maſly, large and round, 

Behind him caſt ; the broad circumference 

Hung on his ſhoulders, like the moon, whoſe orb 
Thro' optick glaſs the Tuſcan Artiſt views. 

At ev'ning from the top of Feſole, 

Or in Valdarno, to deſcry new lands, 


290 
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FARADISE LOST. 


Rivers, or mountains, in her ſpotty globe. 
His ſpear, (to equal which the talleſt pine, 
Hewn on Norwegian hills to be the maſt 
Of ſome great Ammiral, were but a wand) 
He walk'd with, to ſupport uneaſy ſteps 
Over the burning marle (not like thoſe ſteps 
On Heaven's azure !) and the torrid clime 
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Incubuere acres ardenti à fornice flammæ. 

Ille autem tulit intrepidus, dum littora ponti 
Tangeret ignivomi: clamat ſocia Agmina, forme 
Agmina cœleſtis, jam prona jacentia fluctu 

Atque oblita ſui ; numero tot, lapſa ſenili 

Quot folia Autumno ſternuntur littoris oris 

Valle ſub Umbroſa, ſcenam qua Thuſca virentem 
Adificant nemora, atque altos curvantur in arcus : 
Aut Rubro quam multa Mari natat Ulva, procellis 
Aquora cum verrit rapidis nimboſus Orion; 

Qua Regem maleſanum unde ſtravere ſecutum 


Ifacidas : Illi ex tutà ſpeculantur arena 


Curruſque excuſſaſque rotas & pallida ponto 
Corpora multa Virtm volvi. Tam denſa jacebat 
Meſta Cohors fluvium occultans, horrore ſepulta, 
Mutatamque ſtupens ſedem & ſqualentia regna. 


PF »». 


Smote on him fore beſides, vaulted with fire. 
Nathleſs he ſo endur'd, *till on the beach 

Of that inflamed ſea he ſtood, and call'd 

His legions, Angel-forms, who lay mtranc'd, 
Thick as autumnal leaves, that ftrow the brooks. 
In Vallombroſa, where th' Etrurian ſhades 

High over-arch'd imbow'r ; or ſcatter'd ſedge 
Afloat, when with fierce winds Orion arm'd 
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Intendit 
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305 
Hath 
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PARADISE LOST. 


Hath vex'd the red-ſea coaſt, whoſe waves o'erthrew 
Buſiris, and his Memphian chivalry, 

While with perfidious hatred they purſu'd 

The ſojourners of Goſhen, who beheld 

From the ſafe ſhore their floating carcaſes, 

And broken chariot wheels: ſo thick beſtrown, 
Abje& and loſt lay theſe, covering the flood, 

Under amazement of their hideous change. 
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300 


305 


310 


Tode 


310 
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Intendit vocem Satanas, ſonitumque dedere 
Antra profunda Erebi : O ingentibus inclyta ſceptris 


Regum excelſa Manus, bello imperiiſque potentum, 


Flos cœli, quondam heu veſtri! Nunc arcibus illis 


Cedendum, tantus corda immortalia torpor 


51 teneat. Sed forte libet decumbere fluctu, 
Scilicet hie Virtus bellis ut laſſa quieſcat, 

Utque levem hic ineat, cœli ceu valle, ſoporem ! 
An certum eſt adeò abjecto ſuccumbere geſtu 
Victori, ſuperâ inſultans qui ſpectat ab arce 
Illuſtres cœli Indigenas & celſa Seraphum 

Agmina jactari rapido ludibria ponto, 
Armaque ſignaque flammantes denſata per undas ? 
Jamque ardens meliorque loco pennata ſequentum 
Turba Inimicorum ruet æthere, ſemianimeſque 
Calcabit, triplici-ve infixos fulminis ictu 
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310 


315 


320 


325 


Uſque imum premet in barathrum. Quin rumpite ſomnos, 


Surgite, vel foeda æternùm torpete ruina. 


Audierant, 
PARADISE LOST. 
He call'd fo loud, that all the hollow deep 
Of hell reſounded : princes, potentates, 


Warriors, the flow'r of heav'n ! once yours, now loſt, 
If ſuch aſtomſhment as this can ſeize 

Eternal ſpirits: or have ye chos'n this place 

After the toil of battle to repoſe 

Your wearied virtue, for the eaſe you find 
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320 
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FARADISE LOST. 


To ſlumber here, as in the vales of heaven ? 

Or in this abject poſture have ye ſworn 

T' adore the Conqueror? who now beholds 

Cherub and Seraph rolling in the flood, 

With ſcatter'd arms and enſigns; 'till anon | 325 
His ſwift purſuers from heav'n- gates diſcern | 

Th' advantage, and deſcending tread us down 

'Thus drooping : or with linked thunderbolts 

Transfix us to the bottom of the gulph. 
Awake, ariſe, or be for ever fall'n ! 330 


They 
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Audierant, puduitque; aliſque micantibus omnes 
Ocids exiliere: Ut quondam nocte filenti 
Caſtrorum Speculatores, ſi fortè ſopore 330 
Oppreſſos metuendi offenderit ira Tribuni, 
Membra repente levant languentibus excita ſomnis. 
Nec verò immanis non perſenſere ruinæ 
Pondera, nec gravium ſtimulis caruere dolorum; 
At voci Ducis auſcultant, mora nulla, ruuntque 335 
Innumeri. Veluti Amramidis cum Virga, Canopi 
Littore vibrata infauſto, per rura juberet 


Ire locuſtrarum nubem, que urgentibus Euris 

Denſe inſtar Noctis ſævi Pharaonis in oras 

Venit, & horrenda Nilum circumdedit umbra. 340 
Talis Tartareorum Acies denſiſſima Fratrum 
Ignem inter flammantem infra circumque ſupraque 


Suſpendit 


PARADISE LOST. 


They heard, and were abaſh'd, and up they ſprung 
Upon the wing; as when men wont to watch 
On duty, ſleeping found by whom they dread, 
Rouze and beſtir themſelves ere well awake. 
Nor did they not perceive the evil plight 335 
In which they were, or the fierce pains not feel; 
Yet to their general's voice they ſoon obey'd, 
Innumerable. As when the potent rod 
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TFARADISE LOST. 


Of Amram's ſon, in Egypt's evil day, | 
Wav'd round the coaſt, up call'd a pitchy cloud 340 
Of locuſts, warping on the eaſtern wind, 
That o'er the realm of impious Pharaoh hung, 
| Like night, and darken'd all the land of Nile. 
So numberleſs were thoſe bad angels ſeen, 
Hov'ring on wing under the cope of hell, 345 
Twixt upper, nether, and ſurrounding fires : | 
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Suſpendit triſti ſub fornice lentius alas: 

Dum tandem magni Cuſpis ſublata Tyranni 

Quo flectant iter oſtendit: tum præpete penna 345 
Aquato demiſſi una libramine terra 

Sidunt ſulphurea, & latum funduntur in æquor, 

Turba ingens; quantam haud olim glacialibus Arctos 
Effudit lumbis, populorum maxima Mater, 


Aut Rhenum ſuper aut Iſtrum, cum barbara Pubes 350 
Diluvii in morem tepidos undaret in Auſtros, 

Uſque ipſam ad Calpem & Lybiz ſitientis arenas. 

Jamque omni à turma celeres atque agmine ab omni 
Ingentem ſtipare Duces ſimul undique Regem 
Approperant: ſua quemque & Sceptra, & major Imago 355 
Humana, æthereæque ornant veſtigia forme. 


Scilicet & ſoliis quondam cœleſtibus omnes 


Sederunt; 


FARADISE LOST, 


Till, as a ſignal giv'n, th* up-lifted ſpear 

Of their great Sultan waving to direct 

Their courſe, in even balance down they light 
On the firm brimſtone, and fill all the plain: 
A multitude ! like which the populous North 
Pour'd never from her frozen loins, to pats 
Rhene or the Danaw, when her barbarous ſons 
Came like a deluge on the ſouth, and ſpread 
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FARADIGSE LOST. 


Beneath Gibralter to the Lybian fands. 

Forthwith from ev'ry ſquadron, and each band 

The heads and leaders thither haſte, where ſtood 
Their great commander ; Gud-like ſhapes and forms, 
Excelling human, princely dignities, | 
And.pow'rs, that erſt in Heaven fat on thrones ; 
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Sederunt ; verùm ob faſtum menteſque rebelles 
Eternis vitæ periere eraſa tabellis 


Nomina, nec ſupris ultra memorantur in oris. 360 


— _ . 
l 


Necdum Eve natos inter nova nomina terris 


Quæſierant; donec latum erravere per orbem 
Non prohibente Dx o, Pietas humana Fideſque 
Ut ſpectarentur meliùs: tum capta malignis 
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Inſidiis Hominum gentis pars maxima celſum 365 
: Deſerit AuQtorem ſanctique arcana Parentis 

Gloria polluitur, vanis fimulata figuris 

Brutorum ; luxu turpantur Sacra nefando, 

Feedaque Tartareæ fumant altaria turbe. 

Olli inter Gentes diverſo hinc nomine noti 370 

Quiſque habuere ſuos varia ſub imagine cultus. 

Ergo age, Quis primus (terris jam nomina dudum 
Clareſcunt) ſomno excuſſo, Quis, Muſa, ſupremus 
Se demum erexit ſtrato flammante tyranni. 


Ad 
PARADISE LOST. 


Tho” of their names in heav'nly records now 

Be no memorial; blotted out and ras'd, 

By their rebellion, from the books of life. 

Nor had they yet among the ſons of Eve 

Got them new names; till wand'ring o'er the earth, 365 
Thro' Gop's high ſufferance for the tryal of man, 

By falſities and lies the greateſt part 

Of mankind they corrupted, to forſake 


Gop 
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PARADISE LOST. 


Gop their Creator; and th' inviſible 
Glory of Him, that made them, to transform | 370 
Oft to the image of a brute, adorn'd 
With gay religions full of pomp and gold, 
And devils to adore for deities : 
Then were they known to men by various names, 
And various idols thro' the heathen world. 375 
Say, Muſe, their names then known, who firſt, who laſt, - 
Rouz'd from the ſlumber on that fiery couch, 
At their great emperor's call, as next in worth 
O Came 
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Ad vocem, latus ut nuda ſtiparet arena. 
Proceſſere Duces, meritis ut Quiſque preibat, 
Abſiſtente procul turba. Venere priores, 

Qui deinde inferno migrarunt gurgite terras 
Rimati prædæ ſtudio, & poſt tempore longo 

Per gentes latè divinos poſcere honores 

Non metuere, Dei ſuas adjungere ſedes 
Sedibus, atque aris aras; interque Cherubas 
Sublimem ſummo Sionis vertice Jov am 
Suſtinuere tonantem; & mox vel in æde verenda 


Ipſius æterniſque adytis ſibi templa locarunt, 


Infandum! violare auſi puriſſima Sacra, 


Et contra ætheream tenebras advolvere lucem. 


FARADISE LOTT. 


Came ſingly where he ſtood, on the bare ſtrand, 
While the promiſcuous crowd ſtood yet aloof ; 
The chief were thoſe who, from the pit of hell 
Roaming to ſeek their prey on earth, durſt fix 
Their ſeats long after next the ſeat of Go p, 
Their altars by his altar, gods ador'd 
Among the nations round, and durſt abide 
Jerov AH thund'ring out of Sion, thron'd 
Between the cherubim ; yea, often plac'd 
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Extulit 
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PARADISE LOST. 
Within his ſanctuary it ſelf their ſhrines, 
Abominations! and with curſed things 
His holy rites and folemn feaſts profan'd, | 
And with their darkneſs durſt affront this light. 
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380 
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390 
Firſt 
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Extulit ante alios torva efferus ora Molochus 
Fœdata humana ſanie lacrimiſque parentum, 


Quanquam lugubres ſuperarint tympana queſtus 390 
Infantum, quos per flammas horrenda recepit 

Numinis Effigies. Illum Ammonita per agros 

Irriguos Rabbæ Batanzaque regna colebat, 

Argoviique plagis, extremi Arnonis ad undam. 

Nec ſatis; at prolis mox prudentiſſima flectens 395 
Pectora Davideæ, ſuaſit ſua condere fana 

Templa De1 adverſuùm, famoſo in vertice montis 

Obſcœni, ſacram nemoris cui præbuit umbram 

Hinnonis Vallis jucunda, hinc dicta Tophetus, 

Hinc & opaca Geenna, Erebi nigrantis Imago. 400 
Proximus inde Chemos, cui Gens Moabæa pudendos 
Sacrabat 


PARADISE LOST. 


Firſt Moloch, horrid king, beſmear'd with blood 
Of human facrifice, and parents tears 
Tho? for the noiſe of drums and timbrels loud, 
Their childrens cries unheard, that paſt thro? fire 395 
To his grim idol. Him the Ammonite 
 Worſhipp'd in Rabba, and her wat'ry plain, 
In Argob, and in Baſan, to the ſtream 
Of utmoſt Arnon. Nor content with ſuch 
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Audacious neighbourhood, the wiſeſt heart 

Of Solomon he led by fraud, to build 

His temple right againſt the temple of Gop, 

On that opprobrious hill ; and made his grove 
The pleaſant valley of Hinnon, Tophet thence 
And black Gehenna call'd, the type of hell. 
Next Chemos, th' obſcene dread of Moab's ſons, 
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Sacrabat ritus, Aroarem interque Nebonem, 
Quaque patent auſtrina Abari Deſerta, fuperque 
Heſbona aeriamque Oronaon, regna Sihonis, 
Trans roſeas Sibmæ valles veſtitaque rura 
Vitibus, uſque Elealem, Aſphaltique ipſius undas. 
Dictus & Ille Peor, cum credula corda moveret 
Iſacidum, ſævi fugientum littora Nili, 


Ipſius ut colerent aras laſcivaque Sacra, 


405 


Flebilibus fœcunda malis. Hinc Orgia fœda 


410 
Protulit obſcœnum ad Montem ſaltuſque Homicidæ 


Horrendos. Odio en nimium conjuncta Libido ! 


Sed templis utrumque ſimul ſancti ira Joſiæ 
Eruit infandis & Tartara miſit ad ima. 


His ſeſe addiderant Comites, Quot littora propter 


415 
Antiqui Euphratis, fluviumque Ægyptia rura 


- S&cindentem 
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From Aroar to Nebo, and the wild 
Of Southmoſt Abarim ; in Heſebon 


And Horonaim, Seon's realm, beyond 

The flow'ry dale of Sibma, clad with vines, 410 
And Eleale, to th Aſphaltic pool. 

Peor his other name, when he entic'd 

Iſrael in Sittim, on their march from Nile, 

To do him wanton rites, which coſt them woe: 


Yet 
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Yet thence his luſtful Orgies he enlarg'd 

Even to that hill of ſcandal, by the grove 

Of Moloch homicide , luſt hard by hate; 

Till good Joſiah drove them thence to hell. , 
With theſe came they, who from the bord'ring flood 
Of old Euphrates, to the brook that parts 
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Scindentem à Syriis, Baal Aſtarote-ve vocati 
Communi titulo; hic Divis datus, Ille Deabus: 
Nam capere alterutrum geminoſve adjungere ſexus 
Aeris fas eſt Animis: tam ductilis illis 
Temperies habiliſque vigor, non oſſea paſſis 
Vincula, uti tarda carnis qui mole laborant 


Contexti inter ſe multis compagibus artus. 


Quzque ſuas varians formas, ut cuique libido eſt 
Contrahit, extendit; lucem induitur-ve tenebras, 


Ardentique odio aut dulci exercetur Amore. 


Hos propter ſzpe Iſacidum gens vana, ſupremi 
Præſidli immemores ſanctis diſcedere ab aris 

Auſt, monſtra Deum omnigeniim coluere nefandis 
Ritibus; hinc bello indecori turpique ſub hoſte 


Degeneres cecidere. Huic ſe intulit ardua turbæ 
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Egypt from Syrian ground, had general names 
Of Baalim, and Aſhtaroth; thoſe male, 
Theſe feminine: (For ſpirits, when they pleaſe, 
Can either ſex aſſume, or both; ſo foft 
And uncompounded is their eſſence pure; 
Not ty'd or manacled with joint or limb, 
Nor founded on the brittle ſtrength of bones, 
Like cumb'rous fleſh ; but in what ſhape they chooſe, 
Dilated or condens'd, bright or obſcure, 
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Can execute their airy purpoſes, 
And works of love or enmity fulfil.) 

For thoſe the race of Iſrael oft forſook 

Their living ſtrength, and unfrequented left 
His righteous altar, bowing lowly down 

To beſtial gods; for which their heads as low 
Bow'd down in battle, ſunk before the ſpear 
Of deſpicable foes. With theſe in troo 
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Aſtarte, venerata Tyro, Dea credita cœli, 
Oſtentans alto creſcentia vertice late 

Cornua; cui nitidæ per amica ſilentia lunæ 
Mollia Sidoniz cantarunt vota Puellæ. 

Illam nec ſiluit laſcivo carmine Sion, 

Monte ſed Opprobrii Princeps uxorius aras 
Infames ſtatuit, magnam cui mentem animumque 
Fœmineæ vicere Artes Rituſque profani. 

Hanc deinde excepit Thammuſius, annua cujus 
Vulnera per Libanum Syriæ movere puellas 
Flebilibus ſpatium æſtivæ, quam longa, diei 
Indulgere modis, lentaſque ciere querelas ; 
Nativo effuſus ſaxo dum mollis Adonis 

Iret in Oceanum, Thammuſt fanguine dictus 
Purpureos tingi latices: miſerabile carmen 
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Came Aſtoreth, whom the Phoenicians call'd 
Aſtarte, queen of heav'n, with creſcent horns : 
To whoſe bright image nightly by the moon 
Sidonian virgins paid their vows and ſongs ; 
In Sion alſo not unſung, where ſtood 

Her temple on the offenſive mountain, built 
By that uxorious king, whoſe heart, tho' large, 
Beguil'd by fair idolatreſſes, fell 
To idols foul, Thammuz came next behind, 
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Whoſe annual wound in Lebanon allur'd 

The Syrian damſels to lament his fate 

In am'rous ditties all a ſummer's day : 

While ſmooth Adonis from his native rock 450 
Ran purple to the ſea, ſuppos'd with blood 

Of Thammuz yearly wounded : the love-tale 


Infected 
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Aure bibunt tenera Natæ Sionis, & ipſis 
Contactas ſimilis pervadit flamma medullas. 
Has adeò inſani languentes vulnere amoris 


Veſtibulum ante ipſum, ſanctique in limine fani, 450 
Aſpexit Vates, toto cum Numine plenus 

Tranſlatos alid cultus & crimina gentis 

Cerneret ingratæ. Sequitur (Cultoribus ingens 
Opprobrium) Effigies cui ſordida procidit Arcam 

Ante triumphatam, cladem confeſſa pudendam 455 
Ade ſud, & capite & palmis populata reciſis; 

Ore Hominem referens, poſtremo corpore Piſcem, 
Portentum æquoreum, Dagon : Sed & Huic quoque ſtruxit 
Azotus delubra, Hunc & venerata nefandis 
Terra Palceſtinz Sacris, Gathos, Aſcalos, Ecron, 460 
Quæque Philiſtiadum primo flat littore Gaza. 

Excipit Hunc Rimmon, cui ſedes læta Damaſcus, 

Et fortunatz, quas alluit Abbana, ripe, 

Quas Pharphar, vitreis lucentia flumina lymphis. 


Ille 
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Infected Sion's daughters with like heat; 

Whoſe wanton paſſions in the ſacred porch 95 7 
Ezekiel ſaw, when by. the viſion led Z 455 

His eye ſurvey'd the dark idolatries | 

Of alienated Judah. Next came one, 

Who mourn'd in earneſt, when the captive ark 


Maim'd 


HMAPAAEISOY AIOAQAOTOE A. 6r 


Srvidas [Eg Aryven Kev e Je xe aon, 

Q wory eras Ie tegeo are ce 

Ey god Ho, 6lay eg OT WTEV 

EO Ig9aty dee. To cindo d' , 

Kg os pev ayer, o] arias akon woul@r 460 
Avoperes' etxov ent in aTapegre Teo 

Xe wv Ku KEDHANS 2 avi xalamimle Xauale | 

TI, aoyvvor Sega], of wroun Aayay : 

Eoxe TeAwp -, a e- aro arIywn@r ies ai, 

A xalu ry vs, Y legor eh & er Alolo. 465 
Iod Ilakaign Mavwer s, xa Te Tanda, 

AoxaMov, 18 Axagoy, xa eoyalowsn Tax. 


Exe tor Pear, 0s era AÜ&ioy team 
Anda d' en wot porrwy apyugencuy 
ÞagpayEr N Atare e nrmaule :; avlos 6 Sanur, 470 


PARADISE LOST. 


Maim'd his brute image, head and hands lopp'd off 
In his own temple, on the grunſel edge 460 
Where he fell flat, and ſham'd his worſhippers : 
Dagon his name, ſea-monſter, upward man 
And downward fiſh : yet had his temple high 
Rear'd in Azotus, dreaded through the coaſt 
Of Paleſtine, in Gath, and Aſcalon, 
a" Accaron, and Gaza's frontier bounds. 
im follow'd Rimmon, whoſe delightful ſeat 
Was fair Damaſcus, on the fertile banks 
Of Abbana and Pharphar, lucid ſtreams. 
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Ille nec æterni metuit ſe opponere templis 
Numinis; Illum olim ſcelerataque fana reliquit 
Dux ſcabie exeſus: Sed Rex, ſed inanis adorat 
Victor Ahaz; demens, qui delubra Omnipotentis 
Diruit, ut Syriorum aras induceret, & quos 
Vicerat ipſe Deos. Glomerantes agmine magno 
His ſubiere Cohors, antiquæ nomina famæ 
Jactantes mentita, Orus, cumque Iſide Oſiris, 
Carmine qui magico & vanis luſere figuris 
Sacrificos gentemque Phari, palantia paſſim 

Sub pecudum indignis quærentes Numina formis. 
Nec verò Iſacidum proles intacta; alieno 

Ipſa auro Vitulum finxit: graviora ſed auſus 
Rex ille in Dani populis populiſque Betheli, 
Haud veritus ſanctum prono aſſimilare juvenco 
Auctorem, Phariis omnes qui nocte ſub una 
Primitias uteri lethali ſtraverat ictu, 


Commixtaſque Hominum Spes balantumque Deorum. 
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He alſo againſt the houſe of Gop was bold: 

A leper once he loſt, and gain'd a king, 

Ahaz, his ſottiſh conqueror, whom he drew 
 Gop's altar to diſparage, and diſplace 

For one of Syrian mode, whereon to burn 

His odious off rings, and adore the gods 

Whom he had vanquiſh'd. After theſe appear'd 
A crew, who under names of old renown, 
Oſiris, Iſis, Orus, and their train, 
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With monſtrous ſhapes and ſorceries abus'd 
Fanatic Egypt and her prieſts, to ſeek 

Their wand'ring gods, diſguis'd in brutiſh forms 
Rather than human. Nor did Iſrael *ſcape 

Th' infection, when their borrow'd gold compog'd 
The calf in Oreb; and the rebel king 

Doubled that fin in Bethel, and in Dan, 
Lik'ning his MAKER to the grazed ox, 

Ir nov an, who in one night when He paſs'd 
From Egypt marching, equall'd with one ſtroke 
Both her firſt-born and all her bleating gods, 


475 


480 


485 


Toad 


480 


485 


Belial 


64 PARA DISI AMISSI 


Se tulit extremum Belus, quo nequior Alter 


Non cecidit; ſolo ſceleris maleſanus amore 

Qui ſcelus expeteret : non Illi fana, nec aræ 
Fumabant : Sed quis fanis, quis notior aris, 
Elidum exemplo ſeu vis, ſeu dira libido 

Templa De1 violet? Quin vana palatia Regum 
Ipſe colit, luxuque urbes vituſque ſolutas, 
Clamor ubi inſanus, rixæ, indomitique tumultus, 
Per celſas reſonant arces: terriſque tenebras 

Nox ſimul intulerit, cæci fine more vagantur 
Beliades, vino inflati luxuque protervo. 

Noctem illam Gibez Sodomæaque mcenia teſtor, 


Hoſpitii tutata fidem cum traderet ipſas 


Janua Matronas, ſtrupra ut pejora caveret. 
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Belial came laſt, than whom a ſpirit more lewd 
Fell not from heaven, or more groſs to love 
Vice for it ſelf : to him no temple ſtood, = 

Or altar ſmoak*'d ; yet who more oft than he 
In temples and at altars, when the prieſt 
Turns atheiſt ; as did Eli's ſons, who fill'd 
With luſt and violence the houſe of Gop ? 

In courts and palaces he alfo reigns, 

And in luxurious cities, where the noiſe 
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Of riot aſcends above their loftieſt tow'rs, 
And injury, and outrage : and when night 500 
Darkens the ſtreets, then wander forth the ſons 
Of Belial, flown with inſolence and wine. 
Witneſs the ſtreets of Sodom, and that night 
In Gibeah, when the hoſpitable door 


Expos'd a matron, to avoid worſe rape. 505 
S Theſe 
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Viribus Hi primique loco. Percurrere longum eſt 


Cztera quæ late clareſcunt Numina, magnoſque 


Ioniæ numerare Deos, quos priſca colebat 
Japeti ſoboles, Cœlo & Tellure minores 


Faſſa palam atque illà jactans ab origine natos. 
Primus ibi Titan vaſta cum prole; ſed Olli 
Junior abripuit Saturnus regna, ſuoque 


A Jove mox ipſe expulſus, quem Rhea rebellem 


Progeniem peperit: fic ſceptra invaſit & arces 


Jupiter. Idæis Hæc Numina ſcilicet oris 


Nota priùs tandem tenuere nivalia Olympi 


Culmina, nec mediis cælum ſublimius auris. 


Pars etiam juga Delphorum ſaltus-ve ſacratos 
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Theſe were the prime in order, and in might ; 
The reſt were long to tell, tho' far renown'd, 
Th' Ionian gods, of Javan's iſſue, held 
Gods, yet confeſs'd later than Heav'n and Earth, 
Their boaſted parents; Titan, heav'n's firſt-born, 
With his enormous brood, and birthright ſeiz'd 
By younger Saturn: he from mightier Jove, 
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His own and Rhea's ſon, like meaſure found. 

So Jove uſurping reign'd ; theſe firſt in Crete, 

And Ida known, thence on the ſnowy top 315 
Of cold Olympus, rul'd the middle air, \ 
Their higheſt heav'n; or on the Delphian cliff, 
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Dodones coluere, aut Graiæ littora terræ. GTO 
Quoſque alios ſecum Divos trans Adria longe 
| Mquora decedens regnis Saturnus ademptis 

Heſperios tulit in campos & Celtica rura. 
Hi turmis glomerati omnes, Aliique coibant 

Innumeri, mæſto dejecti lumina vultu: 515 

Viſa ſubinde tamen levis inter nubila ſpargi 

Lztitia, ut ſperare Ducem meliora videbant, 

Nec ſeſe tanta penitùs periifſe ruind. 

Nec minds ingenti dubius color ora pererrat 


Ductori; faſtum at ſolitum, mora nulla, reſumens, 520 
Excelſaſque crepans voces Simulator Honeſt! 

Mendaci fluit eloquio, & languentia corda 

Erigit, inſpiratque animos, abigitque timores. 

Deinde jubet, ſimul altiſonans lituique tubæque 

Bellicus infremuit Clangor, Regale levari 525 
Vexillum : hos ſibi procerus poſcebat honores 

Signifer Azazal : rutilæ circundata virge 


Explicuit, 
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Or in Dodona, and thro' all the bounds 
Of Doric land; or who with Saturn old 
Fled over Adria to th' Heſperian fields, 520 
And o'er the Celtic roam'd the utmoſt ifles. | 
All theſe and more came flocking, but with looks” 
Down-caſt and damp ; yet ſuch wherein appear'd 
Obſcure ſome glimpſe of joy, to have found their chief 
Not in deſpair, to have found themſelves not loſt 525 
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In loſs it ſelf ; which on his count'nance caſt 
Like doubtful hue : but he his wonted pride 
Soon recollecting, with high words, that bore 
Semblance of worth, not ſubſtance, gently rais'd 
Their fainting courage, and difpell'd their fears. 
Then ſtrait commands that at the warlike ſound 
Of. trumpets loud, and clarions, be uprear'd 
His mighty ſtandard : that proud honour claim'd 
Azazel as his right, a cherub tall ; 

| w_ 
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Explicuit, latèẽque ardentem evolvere ſcenam 
Imperii ſigna alta dedit: velut aere ſummo 
Stella facem ducens longo micat ignea tractu, 
Sic ſublatum altè ſpatioſa veſte per auras 
Vexillum immenſum patuit, radiante Seraphum 
Picta trophæa ſinu & ſtellata Inſignia pandens. 


Jamque tuba exultat flatu; ſonat ære canoro 


Martia Vox; tum verò altum dant Agmina juncta 


Clamorem, concuſſa Erebi quo concava & imæ 


Ipſa Chas Noctiſque antiquæ exterrita regna. 


Continuò decies ſpectantur Mille per umbras 
Attolli bellorum Inſignia, multipliceſque 


Undatim jactare faces; und horrida Silva 


Haſtarum exſurgit, ſcutis diro ordine Scuta, 
Et galeæ galeis conſertæ. It protinùs æquis 
Agminibus condenſa Phalanx; dum plurima buxo 


Tibia multifori, & modulamine fiſtula lento 


Molle ſonans, greſſuſque regit fingitque canendo. 
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Who forthwith from the glittering ſtaff unfurl'd 
Th' imperial enſign ; which, full high advanc'd, 
Shone, like a meteor, ſtreaming to the wind, 
With gems and golden luſtre rich imblaz'd, 
Seraphic arms and trophies ; all the while 
Sonorous metal blowing martial ſounds : 

At which the univerſal hoſt up ſeat 


* 
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535 


540 


545 
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A ſhout, that tore hell's concave, and beyond 
Frighted the reign of Chaos and old Night. 
All in a moment thro' the gloom were ſeen 
Ten thouſand banners riſe into the air, 

With orient colours waving : with them roſe 
A foreſt huge of ſpears; and thronging helms 
Appear'd, and ſerried ſhields in thick array, 
Of depth immeaſurable : anon they move 

In perfect phalanx, to the Dorian mood 

Of flutes, and ſoft recorders ; ſuch as rais'd 
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545 
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Carmine non alio bellantes Dorica Muſa 

Impulit Heroas, quos non furor egit inamis, 

Sed vis firma Animi, ſed Virtus ardua, lethi 
Indignata metum turpiſque ignara repulſæ. 

Nec tamen haud poterant blanda dulcedine Cantus 
Triſtitiam ſedare, & ſternere leniter atros 
Curarum fluctus, gelidos arcere timores, 

Atque Homines Superoſque modis mollire canoris. 
His intenta filent, & procedentia lentis 

Paſſibus ardorem unanimem ſimul omnia ſpirant 
Agmina ; difficiles ambuſto in littore greſſus 
Lenibant numeri. Tum vaſta fronte Cohortes 
Explicitæ medio ſe, formidabile viſu ! 
Extendunt late campo radiantibus armis, 

Ceu bellis aſſuetæ Acies ; clypeiſque minaces 
Erectiſque haſtis magni mandata tyranni 
Expectant. Media Ille ſagaci lumine velox 
Agmina pervadit; florentes ære catervas 


PFARAD TSS LOST, 


To height of nobleſt temper heroes old 

Arming to battle; and inſtead of rage 

Deliberate valour breath'd, firm, and unmov'd 
With dread of death to flight, or foul retreat; 

Nor wanting pow'r to mitigate and ſwage, | 
With ſolemn touches, troubled thoughts, and chaſe 
Anguiſn, and doubt, and fear, and ſorrow, and pain, 


His. 
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Directis 
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From mortal or immortal minds. Thus they 
Breathing united force with fixed thought 
Mov'd on in ſilence to ſoft pipes, that charm'd 
Their painful ſteps o'er the burnt ſoil : and now 
Advanc'd in view, they ſtand, a horrid front 
Of dreadful length and dazzling arms, in guiſe 
Of warriors old with order'd ſpear and ſhield, 
Awaiting what command their mighty chief 
Had to impoſe ; he thro! the armed files 


U 
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Darts 


74 PARADISI AMISSI LI. I. 


Directis rite ordinibus, celſiſſima Divam 

Corpora, ſpiranteſque videt cœleſtia vultus. 565 
Ut numeros tandem recolit, Cor inde feroci 

Diſtentum faſtu tumet, immenſiſque ſuperbit 

Viribus. Humano neque enim confluxit ab ortu 


Bellica Vis, Huic quæ poſſet collata videri 
Pygmæas ſuperare manus gruibuſque popellum 570 
Infeſtum; Phlegræ quanquam immaniſſima Proles 
Addantur populis, qui bella ſub Ilio alto 
Geſlere, aut Thebis, certantum utrinque Deorum 
Dua inimicitiis : non fi jungantur Utheri 
Progeniem comitata Cohors, quos fabula narrat 675 
Antiqua, Armoricique Equites, Equiteſque Britanni. 
Adde & Chriſticolas, lunatiſve agmina ſignis, 
Quotquot in Albano, vel in Aſp'ro Monte feroces 


Commiſere haſtas ; quot miſit in arma Trapezus 


Læta Virum; quot Gens Mauruſia, quotque Damaſcus, 5 80 


Quoſque 
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Darts his experienc'd eye, and ſoon traverſe 
'The whole battalion views, their order due, 
Their viſages and ftature as of gods; 570 
Their number laſt he ſums. And now his heart 
Diſtends with pride, and hard' ning in his ſtrength - 
Glories: for never ſince created man 
Met ſuch imbodied force, as nam'd with theſe 
Could merit more than that ſmall infantry Bog 575 


Warr'd 
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* Tum prz pudore x are., quæ metrum inſuper jugularet, tum etiam ptæ inſcitia recte reddendi, 
nomina quædam propria hoc in Ioco prætetmiſimus. Levicula hæc omiſſio 
Ignoſcenda quidem, ſcirent ſi ignoſcere Manes 
criticæ. Nonne enim Barbara hæc verba, Morocco, Aſpramont, &c. aures minitantur dilacerare ? 
Sed hæ, pauculæque aliæ maculæ prorſus obrutæ ſunt ſplendore et magnificentia Anglici Archipoetæ, 
qui ſol exortus eſt tenebras reſolutum, quique majeſtate carminis Ranas et Culices Athenarum et Roma 


longe longeque a ſe reliquit. 
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Warr'd on by cranes; tho? all the giant brood 
Of Phlegra with th'- heroic race were join'd,. 
That fought at Thebes and Ilium, on each fide 
Mix'd with auxiliar gods; and what reſounds 
In fable or romance of Uther's fon, 580 
Begirt with Britiſh and Armoric knights; 
And all who ſince, baptiz'd or infidel, 
Jouſted in Afpramont, or Montalban, 
Damaſco, or Morocco, ar Trebiſond; 


76 PARADISI AMISSI Lin. I. 
Quoſque Utica immani victrix certamine Magnum 
Effudit Carolum contra Procereſque frequentes. 

Hos vicere adeo, & quæ vis mortalibus uſquam eſt, 
Coleſtes Animz ; at tacita formidine ſanctum 
Induperatorem obſervant : Ille arduus omnes 585 
Sublimi geſtu exſuperans ſtat mole ſuperba, 
Celſa velut Turis: nondum deceſſerat omnis 
Oris honos; formæ manet uſque prioris Imago 
Nubila, & ingentes cœleſti in fronte ruinæ. 
Ceu Sol Eoo nebuloſum luſtrat ab axe 


Aera, præciſus radios; vel conditus idem 


590 


Poſt Lunæ faciem, trepidoque crepuſcula mundo 
Dira 
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Or whom Biſerta ſent from Afric ſhore, 
When Charlemair with all his peerage fell 
By Fontarabbia. Thus far theſe beyond | 
Compare of mortal proweſs, yet obſerv'd 
Their dread commander : he, above the reſt 
In ſhape and geſture proudly eminent, | 590 
Stood, like a tow'r : his form had yet not loſt 


585 


All 
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Adio 
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All her original brightneſs, nor appear'd 

Leſs than arch- angel ruin'd, and th' exceſs 

Of glory obſcur'd : as when the ſun new-ris'n 

Looks thro' the horizontal miſty air 595 
Shorn of his beams: or from behind the moon, 


1 | In 
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Dira ferens, hoſtes & bella futura tyrannis 


Nuntiat: ante alios pariter ſpectabilis omnes, 


Sed læſo fulgore minor, ſeſe extulit ingens 


Dux Superum: vultus horrendo fulminis igne 
Sulcatos late perararat multa Cicatrix ; 

Cura genis ſedit marcentibus : at juga frontis 
Uſque ferox tenuit Virtus, faſtuque ſevero 
Vindictam meditata Superbia. Tum face ſæva 
Lumina torva rotans volvit, ſed & ipſa ſubinde 
Suffuſas ægri nebulas teſtata doloris, 

Ut Socios ſcelerum, quidvis ſe hortante magiſtro 


Aggreſſos, longa multatos clade tuetur; 


Ut recolit, cœli jubar immortale bibentes 


605 


Tot quondam Heroas penitus cecidiſſe beatis 
Ipſtus ob noxam ſoliis: miſereſcitur ultr6 


Conſtantes 
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In dim eclipſe, diſaſtrous twilight ſheds 

On half the nations, and with fear of change 

Perplexes monarchs : darken'd fo, yet ſhone 

Above them all th' arch-angel. But his face 600 
Deep ſcars of thunder had intrench'd, and care 

Sat on his faded cheek, but under brows 

Of dauntleſs courage, and conſid'rate pride 


Waiting 
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Waiting revenge. Cruel his eye, but caſt 
Signs of remorſe and paſſion, to behold 

The fellows of his crime, the followers rather, 
(Far other once beheld in bliſs !). condemn'd 
For ever now to have their lot in pain; 
Millions of ſpirits, for his fault amerc'd 

Of heav'n, and from eternal ſplendors flung; 
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Conſtantes animos, poſtquam defloruit omnis 

Gloria: ceu quondam nemorum quæ maxima frondet 
Aſculus, aut montana Abies, vi fulminis ita 610 
Membra levat ſpoliata comis; ambuſta per arva 

Effert ſe nudi Majeſtas ardua Trunci. 

Rege locuturo cupidæ coeuntibus alis 

Accurrunt duplicate Acies, clauduntque corona 

Intentos Proceres : Ter fari orditur ; obortæ 615 
Ter lacrimæ, quales cœleſtia lumina fundunt, 

Prorumpunt, faſtu multùm obluctante feroci; 

Tandem inter gemitum Verbis via facta frequentem: 

O fortes Animarum Acies, virtute potentes 
Et numeris, quibus Omnipotens certaverit unus! 620 
Nec ſine honore fuit certaminis exitus hujus, 

Sit licet infelix: ſedes quod acerba viceſque 


Infandæ 
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For his revolt; yet faithful how they ſtood, 
Their glory wither'd : as when heaven's fire 
Hath ſcath'd the foreſt oaks, or mountain pines, 
With ſinged top their ſtately growth, tho' bare, 
Stands on the blaſted heath. He now prepar'd 
To ſpeak ; whereat their doubled ranks they bend 
From wing to wing, and half incloſe him round 
With all his peers : attention held them mute. 
Thrice he aſſay' d, and thrice in ſpight of ſcorn, 
Tears, ſuch as angels weep, burſt forth; at laſt 620 
Words interwove with ſighs found out their way. | 


615 


O myriads 
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O myriads of immortal ſpirits! O pow'rs 
Matchleſs, but with th' ALI HTV! and that ſtrife 
Was not inglorious, tho' th' event was dire, 
As this place teſtifies, and this dire change, 625 
Hateful to utter : but what pow'r of mind, 
Foreſeeing, or preſaging, from the depth 
Of knowledge paſt or preſent, could have fear'd, 
. + How ſuch united force of Gods, how ſuch _ 
As ſtood like theſe, could ever know repulſe ? , TR EET 
Y h F 


i 
ih 
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Infandæ he narrant.---Sed que vis præſcia, rerum 
Eventus ſervans varios, monuiſſe valebat 
Tot celſas bellantüm Animas, tot fortia Divum 625 
Pectora victrici quondam ceſſura, lacerto ? 

Poſt ipſas quis enim clades tanta Agmina, quorum 
Exilio vaſti jam nuda & inania coli 

Templa vacant, quis adhuc dubitat vi tendere ad aſtra 
Poſle ſua patriaſque iterum conſcendere ſedes d 630 
Vos col: collecta Manus, Vos teſtor, an ullis 
Conſiliis privatim habitis, cunctanſve timenſve, 
Defuerim rebus veſtris. Verùm Ille, tyrannum 
Seſe unum in cœlo jactans, huc uſque reſedit 
Securus ſolio, fama, vel temporis uſu, 635 
Vel Superiim aſſenſu innixus ; clariſſimus Aula 
Effulſit Splendor, Vires latuere repoſtæ: 

Hinc auſi nos bellum ingens, auſoque perimus; 
Illius hinc demùm vires noſtræque pateſcunt: 
Jam neque molimur bellum, nec ad arma vocati 640 
Terga damus : quod vis nequut, fraus gnara patrabit ; 


Hoſtis 
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For who can yet believe, tho? after loſs, 
That all theſe puiſſant legions, whoſe exile 
Hath emptied heav'n, ſhall fail to re-aſcend, 
Self-rais'd, and repoſſeſs their native ſeat ? 3.36 
For me be witneſs all the hoſt of heav'n, | 635 
If counſels different, or danger ſnunn'd | 
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By me, have loft our hopes. But He, who reigns 
Monarch in heav'n, till then as one ſecure 

Sat on his throne, upheld by old repute, 

Conſent, or cuſtom, and his regal ſtate 

Put forth at full; but till his ſtrength conceal'd, 
Which tempted our attempt, and wrought our fall. 
Henceforth his might we know, and know our own ; 
So as not either to provoke, or dread 

New war, provok'd. Our better part remains 

To work in cloſe deſign, by fraud or guile, 
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Hoſtis & iſte ſciet, quos vicerit impete, victos 
Dimidia vix parte. Alics fors efferet Orbes 
Circuitus Spatii immenſus, quos fama ferebat 
Ipſum animo ſtatuiſſe effingere; Sedibus illis 
Gentem habitaturam, magni quam Cura Parentis 

| Blanda fovens miro ſuperis æquaret amore. 

Fors ibi tendemus ſpeculatum, aliòve locorum; 
Non hic certa domus; nec longum carcere opaco 
Cœleſtes cogent Animas immania Clauſtra 
Gurgitis inferni. Verùm hec decernere ſeris 
Præſtat conciliis. Pacem haud ſperare licebit; 
Nam quis poſcat iners veniam genubus minor? Ergo 


Bella palam, vel clam potiùs, ſed bella gerenda. 


Dixerat ; & vocem gladiorum multa micantum 
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What force effected not: that He no leſs 

At length from us may find, who overcomes 
By force, hath overcome but half his foe. 
Space may produce new worlds, whereof ſo rife 
There went a fame in heav'n, that he ere- long 
Intended to create, and therein plant 

A generation, whom his choice regard 

Should favour equal to the ſons of heav'n. 
Thither, if but to pry, ſhall be perhaps 
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Our firſt eruption; thither, or elſewhere : 
For this infernal pit ſhall never hold 
Celeſtial ſpirits in bondage, nor th' abyſs 
Long under darkneſs cover.—But theſe thoughts 
Full counſel muſt mature, peace is deſpair'd, 
For who can think ſubmiſſion ? war then, war, 
Open or underſtood, muſt be reſoly'd. 

He ſpake; and to confirm his words out-flew 
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Millia ſancibant, altis vibrata Cherubum 
Magnanimim valide dextris: Cava Tartara circum 
Ardeſcunt immane ; Deum contra Omnipotentem 
Omnibus una furit rabies ; clypeiſque feroces 
Conſtrictis, reſonis quaſſant clangoribus arma, 
Infandiſque minis cœli convexa laceſſunt. 

Mons juxta ſublimis erat; ſqualentia diras 
Culmina ructabant flammas, fumoſque coactos; 
Undique cruſta nitens obduxit cetera, ſignis 


Haud dubiis prodens utero latitare metallum 


Sulphure concretum : hac ſeſe rapuere Catervæ 
Præcipites, Foſſorum inſtar qui regia caſtra 
Antevolant, ſiquando altis circumdare campum 


Aggeribus vallis-ve parant. Hæc agmina Mammon 
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Millions of flaming ſwords, drawn from the thighs 
Of mighty Cherubim : the ſudden blaze 
Far round illumin'd hell; highly they rag'd 
Againſt the HicatesT, and fierce with graſped arms 
Claſh'd on their ſounding ſhields the din of war, 
Hurling defiance toward the vault of heav'n. 

There ſtood a hill not far, whoſe griſly top 
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Belch'd fire and rolling ſmoak, the reſt entire 
Shone with a gloſſy ſcurf, undoubted ſign 

That in his womb was hid metallic ore, 

The work of ſulphur ; thither wing'd with ſpeed 
A numerous brigade haſten'd : as when bands 
Of pioneers, with ſpade and pickaxe arm'd, 
Forerun the royal camp, to trench a field, 

Or caſt a rampart. Mammon led them on, 
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Mammon, 
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Duxit agens, Mammon demiſſior omnibus unus, 670 
Qui cœlo exciderant; coli namque ipſius oris 
Dejectæque acies miſero ſenſuſque jacebant 

Depreſſi: fic uſque ſoli ſtellantis honori 

Calcatiſque auri radiis attentus inhæſit; 

Olli nec minima potuit dulcedine pectus __— 
Tangere quæ Divos permulcet ſumma Voluptas, 

Ipſius ora De1 ſanctoſque accedere vultus. 

Ille Hominum generi matris quoque viſcera terre 

Rimari primus ſuaſit, manibuſque nefandis 


Eruere occultas gazas, meliùſque latentes. 680 
Jamque cavum ingenti diſciſſum vulnere montem 


Turba frequens rupere & fulvi pondera multa 

Effodere auri. Nequis miretur opaca 

Tartara divitias producere: convenit iſti 

Pernicies pretioſa Solo. Mortalia jactent 68 5 
Gens Hominum ; Regum Phariorum atque alta Babeli 


Mania 
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Mammon, the leaſt erected ſpirit that fell 

From heav'n ; for ev'n in heav'n his looks and thoughts 680 
Were always downward bent; admiring more 

The riches of heav'n's pavement, trodden gold, 

Than ought divine or holy elſe, enjoy'd 

In viſion beatific : by him firſt 

Men alſo, and by his ſuggeſtion taught, 685 
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Ranſack'd the centre, and with impious hands 
Rifled the bowels of their mother earth 

For treaſures better hid. Soon had his crew 
Open'd into the hill a ſpacious wound, | 
And digg'd out ribs of gold. Let none admire 
That riches grow in hell; that foil may beſt 
Deſerve the precious bane. And here let thoſe, 
Who boaſt in mortal things, and wond'ring tell 
Of Babel, and the works of Memphian kings, 
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Learn 


PARAD ISI AMIS S1 Lis. I. 


90 


Moeenia commemorent : norint tamen, unius hore 


=_ | Momento facile infernas ſuperare Catervas 

Summorum Monumenta Virum, vi maxima & arte, 

; Perpetuo ſudore inſtans quæ mille Fabrorum 690 
Vix tandem immenſo longus labor erigit ævo. 


Nec procul, in cellis varus hinc inde paratis 


Per campum, liquidæ rivo quibus ubere flammæ 


Succeſſere lacu undantes, Pars altera maſſam 


Nativam fundit, diviſiſque ordine venis 695 


Secernit nitidum ſpumã fervente metallum. 


Matricem interea vaſtam ſub viſcera terre 
Aptarint Alii Artificum, tumidiſque metallo 
Effuſo è cellis, intùs ſpatium omne receſſuſque 


Innumeros ductu ſimul implevere ſtupendo. 700 


Sic ubi compoſitos diverſis Organa membris 


Dat numeros, folle ex uno diffuſa per omnem 


Aura ruit molem, & magno ſe corpore miſcet. 
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Learn how their greateſt monuments of fame, 695 
And ſtrength, and art, are eaſily out-done | 
By ſpirits reprobate; and in an hour, 

What in an age they with inceſſant toll, 

And hands innumerable, ſcarce perform. 
Nigh on the plain in many cells prepar'd, 
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That underneath had veins of liquid fire 
Sluc'd from the lake, a ſecond multitude 
With wond'rous art founded the maſly ore, 
Severing each kind, and ſcum'd the bullion droſs. 
A third as ſoon had form'd within the ground 
A various mold ; and from the boiling cells 

By ſtrange conveyance fill'd each hollow nook : 
As in an organ, from one blaſt of wind, 
To many a row of pipes the ſound-board breathes, 
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Tum terra exſurgens immenſe Fabrica molis 
Ardua, ceu vapor, emerſit; dulciſſimus una 

Et citharæ ſonus & variarum carmina vocum. 
Inftar erat templi, qua ſtant genus omne Columne 
Auro ſuppoſte : variis inſculpta figuris 

Faſcia lata micat ; Summum decora alta coronant, 
Cœlatumque ardet celſis laquearibus Aurum. 
Talia non Babylon quondam, non talia Memphis 
Jactabat, totos quanquam oſtentarat honores 
Utraque, ſeu ſolio reges inferre pararent, 

Sive Deos templis, cum luxu opibuſque ſuperbis 
Certaret Pharos Aſſyriæ. Celſiſſima Turris 


Ingenti attollens ſe vertice mole ſua ſtat. 


Panduntur valve æratæ; ſpatia ampla pateſcunt ; | 
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Anon out of the earth a fabric huge 

Roſe, like an exhalation, with the ſound 

Of dulcet ſymphonies, and voices ſweet ; 
Built like a temple, where pilaſters round 
Were ſet, and Doric pillars overlaid 

With golden architrave : nor did there want 
Cornice, or freeze, with boſly ſculptures graven; 
The roof was fretted gold. Not Babylon, 
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Nor 
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Nor great Alcairo, ſuch magnificence 

Equal'd in all their glories, to inſhrine 

Belus, or Serapis, their gods, or ſeat 720 
Their kings, when Egypt with Aſſyria ſtrove 

In wealth and luxury. Th' aſcending pile 

Stood fix d her ſtately height: and ſtrait the doors, 

Op' ning their brazen folds, diſcover wide 
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Ante alios fulgere ſuo quemque ordine ſanctis 
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Splendet læve ſolum; curvoque a fornicis arcu 

Pendentes lychni & ſtellantum plurimus ordo 

Flammarum, quas Naphtha aluit, quas pingue Bitumen, 720 
Atheris in morem radiabant. Ociùs intrat 

Turba frequens, luſtratque ſtupenti lumine: laudant 

Pars opus, artificemque alii. Magnam Illius artem 

Multa olim turrita ædes claraverat oris 

Athereis, Divis celebrata potentibus, alta 72.5 
Torquebant qui ſceptra manu, quibus omnipotens Rex 


Imperiis dedit, & rutilis dare jura catervis. 

Illum etiam vetus haud neſcivit Græcia, honores 

Nec renuit ſacros. Quin dictus Mulciber idem 730 
Auſoniis : lapſum perhibebant æthere ſummo 


Projectumque ſuper chryſtallina mœnia mundi 


Irati Jovis ab dextra, de mane recenti 
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Within her ample ſpaces, o'er the ſmooth 
And level pavement ; from the arched roof, 
Pendent by ſubtle magic, many a row 

Of ſtarry lamps, and blazing creſſets, fed 
With Naphtha and Aſphaltus, yielded light, 
As from a ſky. The haſty multitude 
Admiring enter'd, and the work ſome praiſe, 
And ſome the architect: his hand was known 
In heav'n by many a tow'red ſtructure high, 
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Where ſceptred angels held their reſidence, 

And fat as princes; whom the ſupreme KiNG 
Exalted to ſuch pow'r, and gave to rule, 

Each in his hierarchy, the orders bright : 

Nor was his name unheard or unador'd 

In ancient Greece; and in Auſonian land 

Men call'd him Mulciber ; and how he fell 
From heav'n they fabled, thrown by angry Jove 
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Ad medium uſque diem rapido cecidiſſe rotatu, 
Deque die medio rorantes noctis ad umbras 735 
ÆEſtivi ſolis ſpatium; dum veſpere primo | 


Stella velut præceps ſummo de culmine celi 
Labitur, & Lemni Ageum deſcendit in agrum. 
i Hzc memorant vani : aſt Ipſum dejecerat olim, 
F Ipſum cum focus Faſtus : nec profuit ædes 740 
Fundaſle in cœlo; nec machina fulciit ulla 
Labentem ; ſimul artifici cedente catervã 
Exul abit, turres Erebi poſiturus in umbris. 

Aligeri interea Præcones, juſſa ſecuti 
Principis, in mediis promulgavere catervis 745 
Concilium Pandæmonio, quæ regia magni 


Et Satanz & Procerum. Huc meritis vel ſorte priores 
Omnibus 
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Sheer o'er the cryſtal battlements; from morn 

To noon he fell, from naon to dewy eve, 

A ſummer's day; and with the ſetting ſun 

Dropp'd from the Zenith, like a falling ſtar, 

On Lemnos, th' Ægean iſle : thus they relate, 
Erring; for he with his rebellious rout 

Fell long before ; nor ought availd him now 

T' have built in heav'n high tow'rs ; nor did he ſcape 
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Utrum vel retineri vel abjici fit potius, judicet leQor. 
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By all his engines, but was headlong ſent 
With his induſtrious crew to build in hell. 

Mean while the winged heralds, by command 
Of ſov'reign pow'r, with awful ceremony 
And trumpet's ſound, throughout the hoſt proclaim 
A ſolemn counſel forthwith to be held 
At Pandemonium, the high capital 
Of Satan and his peers : their ſummons call'd 
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Omnibus ex turmis, comitati millibus, omnes 
Proceſſere Duces; late loca, limina, portas 
Complerant. Aula imprimis ſpatioſa (frequentes 
Eoum referens campos, qua fortibus armis 

Seſe oſtentantes ante ipſius ora tyranni 


Certabant curſuque Equites haſtiſque coruſcis) 
Aula ſolo pariter perque aera conglomeratis 
Fervebat numeris: multus quaſſantibus alis 
Sibilus increpitat reſonans. Ut vere recenti 


Stridulæ Apes, cum jam Taurum Sol aureus implet, 


Agminibus denſis numeroſam alvearia propter 
Effundunt pubem; floreſque & roſcida prata 


Lzta cohors volitat circum, aut capit hoſpita levi 


Planitie tabula errantes (pomceria turris 
Stramineæ) redolens herbis fragrantibus: illæ 
Diſcurrunt caſtris & regni munera curant. 
Haud ſecus aeriæ ſimul accurrere Cohortes 


Per. 


From ev'ry band and ſquared regiment, 

By place or choice the worthieſt: they anon 

With hundreds, and with thouſands, trooping came 
Attended: all acceſs was throng'd, the gates 

And porches wide; but chief the ſpacious hall 
(Though like a cover'd field, where champions bold 
Wont ride in arm'd, and at the Soldan's chair 
Defi'd the beſt of panim chivalry 
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Escoxe, 


nnen. 


To mortal combat, or career with lance) 

Thick ſwarm' d, both on the ground, and in the air, 

Bruſh'd with the hiſs of ruſling wings. As bees 

In ſpring time, when the ſun in Taurus rides, 

Pour forth their populous youth about the hive 770 
In cluſters ; they among freſh dews and flow'rs, 

Fly to and fro, or on the ſmoothed plank, 

(The ſuburb of their ſtraw-built citadel) 

New rub'd with baum, expatiate, and confer 

Their ſtate affairs. So thick the aery crowd 775 


Swarm'd, 
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Anguſtis arctæ ſpatiis: Sed claſſica ane 


Ut canerent, Qui terrigenas modò vincere vaſta 


Mole viderentur, minimas (mirabile viſu ! 

. ColleQi ſubitò in formas brevioraque membra 
Fluxere innumeri : quales in faltibus Indis 
Ludentes Nani, Lemurum- ve leviſſima turba, 
Quos paſtor ſilvas propter, vel fontis ad oram, 
Aut videt aut vidiſſe putat ſaltare per umbras 
Nocte ſuper media, dum conſpicit arbitra Luna 
Pallentem inflectens terris vicinior axem; 

Aft olli argutas turba exercente choreas 

Cor micat, exultat dulci formidine pectus. 
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Swarm'd, and were ſtreighten'd, till the ſignal giv'n, 
Behold a wonder! they, but now who ſeem'd 
In bigneſs to ſurpaſs earth's giant fons, 
- Now leſs than ſmalleſt dwarfs, in narrow room 
Throng numberleſs, like that Pygmean race 
Beyond the Indian mount; or fairy elves, 
Whoſe midnight revels, by a foreſt ſide, 
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Quali cum venuſtate Homerus hac forma uſus eſt vide Iliada paſſim. 
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Or fountain, ſome belated peaſant ſees, 

Or dreams he ſees; while over-head the moon 

Sits arbitreſs, and nearer to the earth 
Wheels her pale courſe ; they on their mirth and dance 
Intent with jocund muſic charm his ear : ; 

At once with joy, and fear, his heart rebounds. 
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2762 PARADIST AMISSI LIS. I. 
Haud aliter formas tenui ſub imagine clauſie 
Contraxere Anime immenſas; & libera tandem 
Per ſpatia innumerz circum atria vaſta vagantur. 
At procul interiore domo tacitoque receſſu 
Semidei ſe mole ſua explicuere, Cherubum 
Millia, celſorumque Seraphum, in ſedibus aureis, 
Concilium ſublime, frequens : filuere parumper ; 
Tum Cauſz patuere altique Exorſa Senatits. 
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PARADISE LOST. 


Thus incorporeal fpirits to ſmalleſt forms 

Reduc'd their ſhapes immenſe ; and were at large, 1790 
Though without number ſtill, amidſt the hall 

Of that infernal court. But far within, 


And in their own dimenſions, like themſelves, 
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PARADISE LOST. 


The great ſeraphic Lords and Cherubim 

In cloſe regeſs and ſeeret conclave ſat, "95 
A thouſand demi-gods on golden ſeats, 

Frequent and full; after ſhort ſilence then 

And ſummons read, the great conſult began, 
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Prima Syracofio dignata eft ludere verſu 
Neftra, nec erubuit ſylvas habitare, Thalia. 
Cum canerem reges et prælia, Cynthius aurem 
Vellit, et admonuit; paſtorem, Tityre, pingues 
Paſcere oportet oves, dedufum dicere carmen. 
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F O U R 
PASTORAL ESSAYS. 


PASTORAL ESSAY 1. 


TO A FRIEND. 


OO long the Britiſh Muſe vouchſafes to fly 
Her native clime, where heav'n-born Freedom ſmiles, 
To ſing the peaſant on Heſperian plains. 
Shall Thames, imperial flood, to Tyber yield 
The rural honours? Thames! whoſe lucid maze, — 
Fan'd by ambroſial gales, majeſtic glides, py: 
Like golden Hermus, thro' the laughing vales 
Of Windſor's blooming paradiſe, retreat 
Of bards, of heroes, kings, immortal names] 


Thou 


11 


Thou elf ennobled your u, ev'n from the * 
Auſpicious æra of whoſe natal hour 
Heav'ns radiant Graces, Honour, Goodneſs, Truth, 
Treaſur'd the crowd of virtues in thy ſoul, 
Which Wonder ſaw in Scipio and in Wolfe, 
Wolfe, Nature's finiſh'd | archetype of thee, - 
Turn not away thoſe bliſs-diffuſing eyes, 
Which beam with honeſty's celeſtial fires. 
Ah! turn not from the Muſe, that ſcorns, like thee, 
The venal Pzan of th' apoſtate bard, 
Tho' Inſpiration tunes his raptur'd lyre, 
And Genius, like a ſtar-crown'd ſeraph, leans 
From heav'n to hear the wonders of his lore. 
The bard! who, by Circean Fortune chang'd, 
Like an archangel from his glory fall'n, 
Bends from his native dignity to herd 


With ſlaves, that haunt the threſhold of the great. 


Stamp'd by thy name then ſacred be the ſong 

To Friendſhip ; which, tho' bright her veſtal flame 
Burns with Promethean ardour in my breaſt, 

To immolate the blooming victim, Truth, 

Ev'n at Love's life-endearing ſhrine diſdains. 


By ſlaves alone, vile ſycophants of power, 
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Who 


l 
Who blaſt with bold impiety of praiſe, 
Let Truth, heav'ns guiltleſs Iphigenia, bleed. 
Beneath a ſnowy-bloſſom'd hawthorn's „ 
Thenot and Strephon, midſt their peaceful flocks, 
On moſſy couch reclin d in bliſs ſerene, 
While at their feet a cryſtal river glides, 


Alternate thus reveal their ſimple loves, 
The willows waving to the weſtern winds. 


THEN Or. 


Yes, yes, the ſweets, which flow in ev'ry gale 
From richneſs of theſe flow'r-vermilion'd meads, 
And ſurface of this gold-beſpangled ſtream, 
And yonder ſetting ſun in purple clouds, 

Again delight ; for Sylviet bids me live, 
Whom, innocent as this my witleſs lamb, 
And breathing all of fragrance on my ſoul, 
I deem more lovely than the roſebud's bloom, 


Warm'd into bluſhes on her beating breaſt. 
STREPHON. 


Say, Thenot, ſwept I not the rolling ball 
From ev'ry youthful ſwain, while Lucy ſmil'd ? 
F f 
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But when, alas, upon the level green 

To grace the lively dance I led her forth, 

And turn'd the baſhfyl ſhepherdeſs around 

To ſnatch a kiſs, ſhe chid me with a frown, 
Lobbin, coarſe lubbard, grinn'd malignant joy, 


In mock ry grinn'd ; nor would theſe limbs obey 
The deep, hoarſe diſcord of his jarring pipe. 


THEN Or. 


Believe it, my lov'd Strephon, not the breath 
Of dewy honeyſuckles, nor the ſweets 60 
Of new-born primroſe, nor the ſpicy gales, 
Which opening bloſſoms breathe, ſuch fragrance yield, 
As melting ſoftneſs of my Sylviet's lip. 


STREPHON. 


Alas the lucklefs day! As forth I ftray'd, 
An hare, all white with years, my pathway croſs d. 


65 


THENOT. 


Some witch beſure in that ill-omen'd form. 


STRE=- 


[ xx J 
e 


At All-Gints eve, when elves thaie revels hold 

By wildly-winding brook, thro' haunted tow'rs, 
And moſly forts, where all at large reclin'd Tue & 
Beneath a wither'd fern his poliſh'd pipe | ..; « 

The love-lorn fairy tunes In that dread night, 

Ere goblins to the gloomy grave retire 

To people the pale regions of the dead, 

Smooth on the level hearth I ſtrew'd the heap 
Of glowing embers---Mark me, youthful ſwain, 75. 
When morn aroſe, a footſtep tow'rd the door 

Thrill'd me with horror, ſure portent of death 

And now I die by Lucy's cold diſdain. 


THeENoOT.. 


Believing ſhepherd! was thy ſnow-white veſt 
Turn'd by the ſtalking phantoms of the night? 80 
Did not thy conſtant nuts together burn, p 
Pledge of thy joys in Lucy's love unchang'd ? 


SO TREPHON- 


True; when the tawny propheteſs beheld 
This callous palm, and trac'd the mazy lines, 
She 


| L 
She ſhook her penſive head; fear chill'd my blood: 85 


She paus'd, and look'd ; ſhe paus'd, and look'd again, 


Till her reward, by timely ſtealth convey'd, 


Each furrow ſmooth'd upon her jaundic'd brows. 


Then did ſhe ſmile, and whiſper in mine ear 


My fickle Lucy would at length be kind. 90 


THENOT. 


To morrow, when the friſking heifers ſeek 
The cryſtal-flowing ſtream, and Chanticleer, 
Amidſt his feather'd wives, at hour of noon 
At length gives grateful ſignal of repaſt, 
My gentle Sylviet, bright as beams of morn, a 
And ſweet as breathing violets, beneath 
The bluſhing roſe-roof d bow'r receives my vows. 
Already, where the curling ſmoak aſpires, 
Around her hamlet throng harmonious bards, 
Crown'd with freſh chaplets of immortal bays, | 100 
And ſummer's new- born flow'rs to tune the lyre; 
With dance and ſong reſounds the ſmiling vale. 
There ſhall thy Lucy grace our nuptial joys. 
Haply with awful words the hallow'd fire 
May give the lovely virgin to thine arms. 105 


That 


L 173 J 

That gentle lamb, which heedleſs ſports along 
The flow' ry margin of the glaſſy ſtream, 
Shall thy relenting ſhepherdeſs reward. 


STREPHON. 


And yonder pregnant mother of the herd, 
Whoſe teeming udder fills the copious pail, 
Shall henceforth low before thine humble gate. 


THreNnoOrT. 

Hark, how amidſt yon green imbow'ring trees 
The ſaffron- billed blackbird, lightly perch'd 
High on a lonely ſpray, melodious charms 
To deepeſt filence all the liſtning plains, 

Which wave with yellow light; yet not his ſong 
Of ſweeteſt wildneſs, nor diſſolving notes 
Of love-ſick cuckoo, nor the breeze, that breathes 
Thro' fighing reeds along the lonely ſhore, 
Nor melting murmurs of a warbling brook, 
Held ſhepherd's ear with joy, as Sylviet's voice 
Steals on the ſilence of the wondring winds, 
When, like the tuneful nightingale, at ev'n 
With ſnowy hand reclining on her crook, 
| Amidſt the gazing flocks, with bliſsful lay 
The rapture-trembling echo ſhe inſpires. 

Go 
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STREPHON. 


Our lambkins, hear, with tender, plaintive cries 
Of innocence the milky teat require. 


| Haſte, Harefoot, haſte, and with thy barking warn, | 
Where'er thou find'ſt a wand fer of the flock, 130 


1 Thou, Thenot, range amidſt the virgin blooms 
| Of crimſon wildroſe, and the flowing ſweets 
| | Of honey-drooping woodbine there along 
i | Delicious verdure of the winding woods. 
Here by the river's ſmooth, tranſparent maze, 135 


Where fairies deftly trip, I gather all 

3 My bleating ewes ; beneath the ſhade we meet 

1F Of yonder lofty oak, thence homeward tend, 

l And pipe our rural ſong. Hence, ſhepherd, hence, 

S | For ſee, where fainter bluſh the weſtern ſkies, <a 
q 5 Already the fair ſtar of dewy ev'n 

Pours living luſtre from his beauteous lamp 

To chear the ſilent- falling ſhades of night. 


1 | While from yon clouded eaſt the ſolemn moon, 
Slow-riſing, ſtreams along the filver-trembling ſea. 145 


—— 
* 0 


| | End of the firſt Pasrorat Essav. 
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ENEATH a cavern'd rock, whoſe hideous brows 
Frown indignation on the roaring tide, 

Two ſhepherds, gentleſt of the ſylvan train, 

Ere yet they tell their mutual cares, behold 

The wonders of the ſoul-amazing main, 5 

From a proud promontory's glorious head; 

Whence Terror oft, midſt night of ftorms enthron'd, 

Darkning the deep, on wings of harneſs'd winds 


Rides the reſounding waves; or form a cliff 


1 
Leans bellowing o'er the fire-convolving war 


Of billows, breaking on the foamy ſhore. 


Loud tho' majeſtic Nature pours from all 
The vaſt-extended regions of the globe 
Her fame-ennobled rivers to the deep, 
Deigns not unbounded Ocean to receive 
The tributary fountain's humble rill, 
That peaceful glides along the lowly vale ? 
Shall Cnarhau too not ſcorn this dew-drop, ſhed 
Amid the mighty torrents of renown, 
Which from earth's wide reſounding nations roll 
To ſwell his tide of glory? Shall the bold 
ParRIOr, whoſe thunder ſhook ſurrounding worlds, 
Deſcend to dignify the rural ſhade, 
And deign his heav'n-effulging virtues veil d 


Like ſome propitious cherub, who, from height 


Of glory ſped, enſhrouds the ſolar blaze 

Of his ſky-radiant robes in homely guiſe, 

To chear congenial Innocence, eſcap'd 

From cities to the ſhepherd's tranquil bow'r. 
Struck with religious awe mine humble Roof, 
Trembling, receives her great, her godlike-gueſt, 
The tow'ring Atlas of a falling world ; 

At echoes of whoſe loud immortal fame, 


10 


46 


20 


L. 7 ] 
Ev'n great EL 12 a, midſt her bright compeers, 
ler ſtar-encircled forehead: bends from heav'n 
In wonder to behold her orient beams, 
Loſt in meridian glories of his ſoul. 


How mean an off ring then this artleſs verſe, 
Which ſings the youthful ſwains, hight Hobbinol 
And Colinet, who in the green receſs 

Of ivy- woven grotto thus unfold 

Each ſimple purpoſe of th' ingenuous heart ! 
While Rainbow, guardian of the threſhold, fits, 
And upward looks with wonder to behold 

On forehead of the ſteep an aged goat, 
Bearded, like Time; yet gameſome as a kid 
Stand upright, and with horned head oblique, 


And eye laſcivious, gambol, as in yore, 


When pleaſure wanton'd in his youthful veias. 


CoLiNET. 


Say, Hobbinol, why thus thy youthful cheek 
Fades, like the drooping lilly's languid hue ? 


Have envious elves with pebbles ſmote thine herd ? 


Hath wily fox, unmov'd by piteous cries, | 
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Torn a fair lambkin from his wailing dam? 


Have thy kids fall'n from yonder bending rocks ? 


Or, haply, thou haſt ſeen a ſheeted ghoſt 
Riſe from his dreary manſion of the tomb ? 


HoBBINOI. 


Late in the brooding ſilence of the night, 
Soon as mine humble cottage I approach d, 


And the bright taper glimmer' d on mine eyes, 


All wan and breathleſs to the ground I fell. 
The trembling matrons ſprinkled on my brows 


Reviving waters of the limpid ſpring, 
And ſpread beneath my feet the ruſhes green. 


For oh! ſuch ſtrange, ſuch hideous forms appear'd 


Unto theſe eyes, as thou in winter-ev'n 
Haſt never heard befide the jocund fire ; 
Tho' oft as ſhepherds vow they have beheld 
The diſcontented goblin, dark as night, 


Stalk, like a giant, o'er the foaming waves, 


Which now tumultuous from this mountain's head 


We ſee afar break o'er the whitening ſhelves. 
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CoLiNET. 


So may I live to hail the riſing year, 
So gentle Marian crown my ſmiling joys, 575 
So teem my flocks with young in happy hour, 75 
As now thy tale with wonder fills mine ear. 


HoBBINOIL. 


Hear, Colinet. By wayward fancy led, 
Forth by yon river's flow'r-embroider'd brink 
I wander'd to behold the boundleſs ſea : is 
What-time the moon, in all her glory ris'n, $0 
Streaming thro' amber clouds with ſnowy light, 

Gilds the ſmooth, azure deep, enrich'd, like heav'n, 

With vivid luſtre of reflected ſtars. 

From new-mown meadows what delicious gales 

Whiſper the willows of the winding ſtream, 85 
Bright on whoſe boſom dance the trembling rays! 

While daſh'd in thunder down the rocks remote 

Tumbles th' indignant torrent thro' the woods, 

And deep along the hoarſe-reſounding vales 

Swells with his roar the ſolemn-murm'ring winds. go 
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L 120 ] 
CoLIN Ex. 


Say, from that caſtle, which acroſs. the ſtream 
Blackens with broad- projected night of ſhade, 
And leans, the hoary monument of Time, 
Midſt awful gloom of venerable trees, 

Did goblin, on a fiery whirlwind borne, 
Acroſs thee ſhoot, and blaſt thee in thy courſe ? 


HossB1NoL. 


Thus all in grandeur of her glory ſhone 
Heav'ns cloudleſs canopy, and from the moon, 
How peerleſs midſt unnumber'd ſtars enthron'd ! 
Rivers of light thro' yonder broken cliffs 
Wav'd o'er the dewy verdure of the vales. 

In extaſy of wonder, to behold 
The majeſty of Nature from the top 


Of yonder lofty cape, whence wide 1 view d 


The heav'n-ſmooth ocean, on my crook I lean'd. 


How blue the ſtar-beſpangled arch of heav'n ! 


How awful the majeſtic mountains wild 


With rocks and woods in ſolemn filence lean 


O'er wide-illumin'd boſom of the deeps, 


And, far as eye beholds, all filver'd o'er 
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With ſidelong- ſtreaming glories of the moon, 
Swell into boundleſs proſpect, as they ſweep 
In bold magnificence along the ſhore. 
But as if bearded witch had rode thro' air | 
Upon her wand, to winged palfrey chang d, IIS 
Which bears her hated carcaſe on the winds, 
Nipt was my vernal bloom of guiltleſs joy. 
For ſudden darkneſs overcaſt the ſkies ; 


Loud from the foreſt-waving mountains howl'd, 


Sullen and hoarſe, the deep-deforming winds, x 20 
The fatal raven, from his ſlumbers ſcar'd, | 


Croaking, outſpread his ſounding pinions broad, 
As when he follows thro' the blaſted air 


The ſtrides of ghaſtly Death unto the couch, EEE 
Where pining Sickneſs, pale with languor, lies. 12 5 
The night-owls ſcreech'd, and all in flames appear'd 

The haunted tow'r, whoſe 1vy-crowned brows 

In ſorrow o'er the heap of ruins bend. 

Soon did mine heart forebode ſome age-worn witch, 

Or angry fairies, or ſhnll-ſhrieking ghoſt, I 30 
Or evil ſpirit wander'd now abroad, 

And, with frowns darkning the fair face of things, 

Had rouz d the gloomy winds, as at th* approach 

Of him, who ſweeps away in ftorms of fire, 

From "RP of ſtruggling Death, the guilt-torn Soul, 1 35 
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Which, hal'd alon g by black and ugly gende, 


Swift as the winds I flew ; the wand' ring torch 


6a : 


Screams loud with horror thro” the howling air. 0-21 7, 


co LIN Er. 


* words with terror rive my beating heart. 


0 


9 Hobi. 
Suppliant upon the ground in pray 'r I fell; 
When in my pathway burn'd a glimm' ring fire. 140 


Preceding, thro' the quagmires drear I dragg d 

My labouring limbs; till, oh! mine evil ſtar 

Led me, in hapleſs hour, along the tombs 
Of yonder abbey, whoſe majeſtic oaks, | I 


Like melancholy mourners of the dead, 
Weep o er the mould' ring pile; as Time himſelf 


(Such truths our heav n- taught paſtor hath reveal d) 


Adown his venerable- flowing beard 
Sheds the laſt drops o'er Nature's fun ral pomp, I 50 


When mountains fall, and ocean is no more. 
Coliner. h 
Preſerve us, gracious Heav'n! henceforth beyond 
The threſhold of his cottage ſtrays no more 


Thy Colinet in darkneſs of the night. 
Hos- 


L x3 1 
Hos BIN OIL. 


Methought, as with my ſounding footſteps ſhook 155 
The rotten church- yard, from each yawning grave 
Pale, deadly pale, the trooping ſpectres roſe, 
And pierc'd mine ear with ſhrieks; beſure amaze 
And horror in my rolling eye-balls glar'd. | 
With cries of murder groan'd the ſobbing air, 160 
With clank of chains, and yell of tortur'd ghoſts, 
Suff ring the vengeance of eternal fire. 
Broke from the rolling ground a ſudden flame, 
And, like the hideous ſtar with blazing tail, 
Trail'd blueiſh light along. The difmal howl 165 
Of dogs, as when they bay the paly moon, . 
Mine ear receiv'd, like death's laſt mournful knell, 
That opes the ſhepherd's grave. Nay, village-cocks, 
Whoſe ſhrill alarms at midnight, to the jaws 
Of his cold manſion in ſome lonely tomb, 170 
Scare the poor wand'ring ſpirit, warn'd my ſoul 
With ſome approaching ill, while icy fear 
Seiz d deep the freezing current of my blood. 


* See the Epiſtle of St. Jude. 


CoLr- 


er 
. 0 * 


L 14 ]_ 


Cort. 


And kw thou to behold this noontide fun d 


HospinoL. 


While, like the weeping marble, which deplores 175 
The dead, in everlaſting darkneſs ſtretch'd, mod 
Beneath a nodding arch I ſtood aghaſt, 
Harrow'd by fears, which thril'd thro” every vein, 
A roaring whirlwind the rough turrets rock d, 
And larger drops ſtream'd cold along my limbs; 
When ſlowly ſtalking, like pale-viſag'd Death, 
Solemn and ſad along the dreary iſles | 
Mov'd a tall ghoſt in majeſty of woe. 

He ſtopp'd, he turn'd, and to his ſhiv'ring train, 
Ariſing into dignity ſublime, 18 5 
Wav'd awful ſignal to abide aloof. 


2124 — 


Colixxx. 
Some angel ſhield us with his ſtarry wings! 
HozzinoL. 


Mantled with wooff of night he did approach. 
Sunk were his languid eyes, each hollow cheek, 


Like 


1 1256 ] 
Like waſted Famine, wan; his chatt'rin g teeth, 
Beyond each trembling lip projected, Rood, 
Or looſe, or broken in his ſapleſs gums. | 
A wand he bore, and, ſick ning on his brows, 
Sat dark Deſpair. The beating of mine heart 
With earthquake ſhook my frame ; alive mine hairs 
Briſtling aroſe, and, thunderftruck with awe, 
Pale, trembling, ghaſtly, like a ghoſt I ſtood. 
But ſoon as he approach'd me, like a tow'r 
Sudden his ſtature roſe, and at the fight, 
Blaſted by terror, to the ground I fell. 


Covinun: 


Hence Let us pen beneath this vaulted rock 
Our bearded goats; for ſee the billows foam 
Before the black'ning horrors of the ſtorm. 
Haſte, haſte, ere thunder ſhake the guilty world, 
For the blue lightnings, look! with angry glare 

Blaze thro' the fleeced darkneſs of the clouds. 


End of the ſecond PasTroral Es8av. 
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PASTORAL ESSAY II. 


1 £0 B 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 
Lord C A M D E N. 


LONE to heay'n-born Merit, or retir'd ; 

To ſylvan ſhades, or beaming from a throne, 

For ever ſacred be the Muſe's ſong. | 

Shall then Britannia's Ariſtides ſpurn 

This wreath, which, tho' midſt wilds of Nature cull'd, 5 


Aſtrea for her virtuous CAD EN weaves d 


Her uncorrupted Campen ! from the full 

Unclouded glories of whoſe patriot ſoul, 

Hither to this obſcure retreat of ſlaves, 

Dart ſolar beams, and kindle in my breaſt | 10 


Immor- 


15 „ 
Immortal Liberty's congenial fires. 
Hence, hence the vile contagion of the herd! 


Hence, ye prophane Thy country's guardian, hail! 


Angel of freedom, at thy potent touch 

Fall not the chains of bondage from mine hands ? 
By thee thro' gloomy depths of durance led, 

| Burſt I not into day to quaff at large 

Immortal bliſs in each ſalubrious gale 

Of liberty; whoſe vivifying ſweets, 

Lib'ral of joy, ev'n o'er theſe wint'ry vales, 


Whoſe want-worn peaſants wound mine aching ſenſe, 
Such roſeate beauty breathe, as genial heav'n 

Wide o'er the land of liberty awakes, 

Britannia, with Heſperian verdure crown'd ? 

Yes, nor on faction's angry torrent borne, 

Nor by accurs'd idolatry prophan'd 

Of Fortune, Baal of a venal world, 

With purpoſe uncontaminate the Muſe 


Mingles amid a nation's peal of praiſe 
This ſimple tribute of her rural ſong. 
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CoLIiNET. 


How bright the golden glories of the fun = 
Stream from the broad-impurpled clouds of ev'n 
O'er ſurface of the ſmooth, tranſparent main, 
Which waves with light, like heav'n's unbounded field, 
When ſummer burſts from all the blazing ſkies ! 

How pleaſing, in th' unwrinkled cryſtal flood, 

From this majeſtic mountain, to behold 

Yon headlong precipice, theſe wond'ring woods, 
And flocks of ſnowy fleece, and climbing goats, 

And ſwelling harveſts ripening into gold, 

Mingle, inverted, in the downward ſky ! | 
What gale of ſweets theſe cluſt'ring woodbines breathe, 
Which, knit in nuptial union with the roſe, 

Midſt lofty ſycamore's broad verdure weave 

Our blooming bow'r, and laviſh all around 

Their incenſe on the bliſs-inſpiring breeze! 

The ſturdy oaks, whoſe venerable ſhades 

Frown o'er the flood from yonder lofty cliffs, 
When dews impearl the crimſon-mantled Morn, 
Backwards their lengthning ſhadows caſt afar, - 
And brighten into gladneſs. See, enrich'd 
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By yellow-waving luſtre of the ſun, 

The mountains laugh with joy, tho' yeſter-noon 

They ſhook with horror, when the roaring winds 

Daſh'd the reſounding ſhore with war of waves ; 55 
While hoarſe thro' heav'n the tumbling thunder roll'd, 

And lightnings kindled all the gloomy deep. 

Why then thy youthful viſage fickli'd o'er, 

Like meagre Melancholy in a ſhroud, 


When all around reviving Nature ſmiles d 60 


Hoss1NoL. 


O Colinet, no more the ſhepherd's pipe, 
No more the lark, ſweet herald of the morn, 
That wakes the warbling woodlands into praiſe ; 
No more the mingled melody of hounds, 
Whoſe deep-mouth'd muſic, trembling on their tongues, 65 
Swells in a glorious peal along the winds, 
Shall chaſe life's ſullen vapours from my mind. 
No more the murmur of the toiling waves, 
Nor whiſp'ring willows, which along the ſhore, 
When woo'd by ſighing of the love-ſick breeze, 70 
Tremble with virgin fears ; nor diſtant ſound 
Of waters, daſhing down a roaring rock ; 
Nor bubbling of a brook ; nor hoarſer bees, 

| L 1 Which 


Db e 1 
Which ſweep along the blooming wild of flow' „, 
Shall lull my golden ſlumbers, as they wont. 
4 When ſtretch'd at eaſe I preſs d the moſs-ſwoln couch, 
Amid the waſte of fragrance, or beneath 


The dark-green ſhade of broad-embow ring limes, 


Or by clear fountain's flow r-embroider'd ſide. 
Again the dreadful Apparition walk'd, 


And deep with terror ſhook my ſhrieking ſoul. 


__CoLiner. 


Again d Some harden'd miſer's ghoſt beſure, 
That ſtalks his nightly rounds midſt hoary heap 
Of ruins to behold his buri'd hoard, 


And ſcares the ſullen raven from his reſt. 
Or his, the cruel guardian, whoſe fell heart, 
By cries of weeping Innocence unmov'd, 
Gaping with drought of avarice, expos'd 
A prey to famine in the howhng woods, 
A dying brother's pledge, his tender babes : 12 go 
Smit with whoſe angel-beauties, in the ſleep 

Of peaceful death, the pious Redbreaſts firew'd 
With flow'rs and verdant leaves each lamb-like corſe, 

As in the cold embrace with ſnowy arms 


Breath- 


[ 131 J 


Breathleſs the little younglings lay entw ind. 95 


Or haply wanders thus the guilty ghoſt 

Of ſome adulterer, who wont in life 

Stray from lewd city's poiſon-ſteaming haunts 

To prowl thro' trembling villages for prey, 

And, like a demon, fierce from darkneſs broke, 100 
Blaſted the lowly cottage, where in peace 
Connubial Bliſs with Innocence from heav'n 

Once held ſweet dalliance in the ſhepherd's breaſt: 

For when dread crimes in this. our. breathing hour, 

As ſabbath-truths unfold, ſtrike broad and deep 1055 
Th' infection thro' the dark diſcolour' d ſoul, 3 
For ever with the ſame unhallow'd fires | 

Th' immortal ſpirit burns. Hence church-yards yawn, 

And empty into night their peopled graves 

With life's affections, rooted ev'n in death. 3h I10 
Accoſted thee the Spectre? Or in peace, 

Or anger ſeem'd he? Hath he aught reveal d? 

Where, when, mine Hobbinol, did he appear ? 


HoBBINOI. 


When not a chirping cricket from the hearth 
Woke the ſtill hour of ſleep ; what-time the moon, 


L 132 ] 

As at the world's great period, her fair lamp 

Shrouded in midnight horrors; while ar ound 

All under heav'n, in ſtarleſs terror loſt, 

Buri'd beneath the waſte of darkneſs, lay, "$1500 
And deeper, death-like, awful filence huſh'd 120 
Ev'n winds and waves to reſt In that dread hour, 

Shook by the quaking of my groaning couch, 

I ſtarted, trembled, glar d, aſtoniſh'd ſaw, 

By paly glimmer of the mould'ring fire, 

The ghoſt all gloomy ſtalk before mine eyes. I25 
Frozn at the fight, a clay-cold corlſe I fat, 
Stiff ning with horror. Black the Phantom food, 

Dreadful as Death, and filent as the grave ; 

Then from the deep-ſurrounding darkneſs thruſt 

An arm's dread ſemblance ; awful was the ſcene, 130 
As when th' archangel forth from clouds of heav' n 

Shall hold th' all-waking trumpet to alarm 
The dead, as if by peal of thunder rouz'd. 
He beckon'd me to parley ; on my couch 
I ſunk, and in a ſudden ſtorm aloud 135 
He vaniſh'd thro the ſhrieking ſhades of night. 


Colin 


1 
Corine r. 


Ceaſe, ſhepherd, to rehearſe, till morrow's dawn, 
Thy tale of wonder: for our fellow-ſwains 
On level of the pearl-pav'd beach prepare, 
Now at the cuſtom'd hour, to wind their way 140 
In life-refreſhin g luxury along 
The heav'n-ſmooth mirrour of the yielding flood. 
Let us aſſociate with the jocund train, 


And, bath'd in bliſs, the ſummer's ſultry heats 
Temper in cooly cryſtal of the ſea. I45 


End of the third Pasrorar Egsav. 
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PASTORAL ESSAY IV. 


To THEIR GRACES rut 


Duke and Dutcheſs of N ORTHUMBERLAND. 


MIT with the grandeur of the gorgeous ſun, - 
The ſhepherd-train, as forth they drive to feed 
Their nibbling flocks amid freſh dews and flow'rs, 
Rooted in wonder on their crooks recline, 

From ſummit of the mountains to behold 

The ſummer-flaming orb majeſtic riſe, 

Broad from beyond the ſea's heay'n-bounded ſurge, 
And burn along the gold-vermilion'd main, 

In Nature's whole magnificence diſplay'd, 


Glorious and vaſt as all-ſurrounding heav'n. | 


10 
Nor azure vapours reſt o'er fountain's brim, 


Nor 


135 Tz 


Nor ample- winding river, nor on tops 

Of higheſt mountains, tho' they rear to heav n. 
Their waving woods; but, failing ſlow along 
The ſea of air, diſſolve, and open all 

Nature's unbounded theatre to view. 

Woke by the winds, that fan the breezy morn, 
The broad, ſmooth-ſwelling ſurges glow with gold 
Throughout the whole horizon, and refle& ; 
A waving brightneſs of unnumber'd ſuns. 

Then, while the mountain-tops, and verdant vales 
Whiten with fleeces of the ſpreading flocks, 

That daſh the pearly dews; and ev'ry ſwain, 

By nature's ſecret harmony inſpir'd, 

Or moves in unconth meaſures with the fair, 
Freſh on whoſe cheek health's ruddy beauties bloom, 
Or mingles ſongs with warbling of the woods, 
Which ſwell the raptur'd ſymphony of praiſe, 

Or wakes ſweet Echo with his rural pipe : 

Retire the youthful ſhepherds, Hobbinol 

And Colinet to wear the ſocial hour 

Beneath a lofty, broad-imbow'ring oak, 


Deep from whoſe twiſted roots perennial F prings 
A copious fountain, and in many a maze 
Hoarſe-murm'ring down the mountain's mighty ſide 
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From Pexcy's and his CoxsORT's ſouls ſublime, 
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1 361 
Trembles pellucid to the morning ray 
Thro' ever- living verdure of the lawn. 
If, unbewilder d by the meaner glare 


Of Fortune's earth- born meteor, which miſleads 


Flatt'ry's baſe herd, an honeſt Muſe with bold 
Ambition of the tow'ring eagle ſoars 

To wheel at large amid the blazing noon 

Of cloudleſs virtues, which unbounded flame | 


Will they the ſhepherd's rural tribute deign 
Ennoble with acceptance? Will they bend, 
Like Condeſcenſion leaning from a throne, 
To numbers, humble as e er Echo heard 
Inſpire the paſt'ral reed? Yet Merit pleads 
This bold emprize to ſpurn the Gothic yoke 
Of Rhyme, rude demon which, when papal night 


Eclips'd the ſun-bright radiance of the foul, 


Ruthleſs untun'd each weeping Muſe's lyre, 


And funk ev'n godlike Britons into ſlaves.; 


Tho Nature ſu'd, and Harmony in chains 
The ſnowy beauties of her boſom ſtain d 
With copious ſhow'r of pgarly-trickling tears. 
Yes, Liberty, great Nature's charter thou, 


Gild this late ev'n af thine, as erſt thy ſmile 
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Be- 


1 1 37. ] 
Benignant beam'd o'er Greek and Roman climes 
Thine orient ſplendours, ere the glorious ſun 
Of ſcience his refulgent forehead plung'd 
Deep into chaos of Barbaric glooms, 
Which, like autumnal exhalations, roſe 
From cloiſters, where Lethean Dulneſs ſlept 
Thro' ages, ſcarce into a yawn awak'd ; 
Till truth-enlighten'd Britain, from the cloud 
Emerging, heav'n's triumphant beacon flam'd 
. Thro' polar darkneſs of ſurrounding worlds, 
And from her ſhores, fair Freedom's ſacred pale, 
Scar'd Superſtition with her motly crew 
Vaiiſh'd, like ſpectres from the rays of morn, 
But hark, the Rural Genius to his bow'r 
Recalls the devious footſteps of the Muſe, 
Who thus, howe'er by bold ambition fir'd 
To graſp the loud, war-kindling clarion, deigns 
To tune awhile the ſhepherd's humble reed. 


CoLinerT. 


Why in th all- pow'rful name of holy heav'n, 
When firſt to thee appear'd the grizzly ghoſt, 
Did'ſt thou not queſtion him, mine Hobbinol > 


Nn 
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Aught aid ke in che dreary abbey ſpeak 8 


Or wert thou in his anger dragg'd along 


The whiten'd heap of bones and chaplefs ſculls, 
As ſhepherds oft beneath the wither'd oak 


By the fell, bloody-finger'd goblin, wont "0 5 


From pile of ſtones to riſe, beneath whoſe weight, 
Vile as a dog, the murderer was caſt 


In mold unhallow'd on the public way? 


HosBiNoL. 


When in the lonely abbey I beheld 
The death-pale fpectre, ſhield us, gracious heawn! 90 
In grief he ſeem'd, and o'er his ghaſtly cheek 
Glanc'd the big drops, as April clouds diffolve 
In filent-flowing tears. At length he ſpoke— 

What wondrous words ! Scarce half could I diſcern - 

His awful form, and ample-waving fhroud _ 95 
Swoln in the winds; tho' ſudden thro' a breach 
Glimmer'd the moon's pale glimpſe upon his brows. 


CoLi- 


E 
Co LINET: 


Shapes, ſtrange to nature, oft have T beheld. 
In haunted caſtle, ere a ſhepherd die, 
Ghoſts have I ſeen with blazing torches run 
Thro' all the dreary dwelling to prepare 
Their dreadful ſeffion ; ſoon as from his tow'r 
The raven, hollow-croaking herald, wakes 
Night's ſullen-filent horrors to announce 
Th' approach of Death, now o'er the groaning graves 
From yawning ruins ſtalking forth, in full 
And ſolemn council of the dead to doom 
The pale-ey'd victim to his kindred duſt : 
Ere ghoſts with blood-congealing cries around 
Th' earth-quaking hamlet thro” the blaſted air 
Scream to the midnight moon amid the yell 
Of weeping winds ; while yet with mutual claim 
And menace high in doubtful war within 
Nature and Death contend. But well I ween, 


Nought ever have I heard, ſave ſhrieks, which pierc'd 


My trembling ſoul, and would have woke the dead. 
With what amaze then would mine eager ear 
Hear language of that foreign world, the grave ! 
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HogBINOI. 


Tho' horror creeps o'er all my freezing form, 
To thee will I unfold what ever ſhall 
In records of my memory remain. 
Tho' faintly o'er my dark, untutor'd mind 
Glimmer'd the purpoſe of ſuch lore ſublime. 
The hallow'd ſeer alone, whole ſoul is all, 
Tho' penury his lot, heav'n's richer mine 


Of knowledge, as of virtue, will diſpell 
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Blind error's miſt from my benighted mind. 
Thus then the ſpirit, while upon the ground 
Outſtretch'd I lay, with voice majeſtic ſpoxe, 
While the bleak winds in deep attention heard. 


Here in the durance of theſe doleful glooms 
Six hundred years, ſince firſt Britannia bleſs'd 
© With freedom this fair iſle, as, riſing o'er 
© The miſty ſouth, th' all-chearing ſun diſplays 
His glorious orb, I dwell, ill-fated ghoſt, 
© Permitted ne'er to view, when Nature hails 
© Light's orient ray, the gold-impurpled Morn, 
Nor breathe her fragrant, life-inſpiring breeze. 
+ Here once, when Ev'n her ſolemn twilight ſhed 
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* Along this ample, awful-dark'ning dome, 140 
With rapture at the pealing anthem ſhook 
| © Theſe deep- reſounding towers. And now, when truth 
© Breaks with meridian radiance thro” the night _ 
* Of ſuperſtition o'er the illumin d iſle, 
* How long ſhall heav'n's own holier ſeraph weep, 145 
© Religion? Ah! how long ſhall anguiſh beat 
© In ev'ry bleeding fibre of her ſoul ? 
* How long, alas, alas, ſhall ſhe deplore 
© Her ſanctuaries, the haunt of birds obſcene, 
© Which, hoarſe and hollow, croak death's diſmal knell, 1 50 
© And ſweep with ſound of ample-waving wings 
© Along the graſs-grown deſart of the tombs ? 
© When, when ſhall mandate of her mitred fires 
© Reanimate theſe ruins into form, 
© Like Man, in perfect renovation rouz d 155 
© By heav'n's all-waking trumpet from the grave, 
© And thus, while all the blooming iſle around 
© With Alleluia fills the joy-reſounding ſkies, 
With copious dew of bleſſings fertilize _ 
© This happier Canaan- of propitious heav'n. 
© Here oft in midnight's ſolemn-filent reign, 
© Beneath unclouded glories of the moon, 
Fancy, the youthful cherub, have I ken'd 
Oo 


„ 

Hang o'er the margin of th' unbounded deeps 

© From yondef mountain's heav'n-aſpiring head, 

© How rich entob'd in ſnowy radiance ſhone 

© The ſtar-crowni'd angel's form | How thick inlaid 
* With living ſaphits, like the gems of night, 

© Her diadem, a ſilver creſcent, beam'd | 

© How graceful bending from her azure throne 

© In act to ſweep the bold-impaſſion'd lyre 
Which, fir'd by inſpiration at her touch, 

© And wild with trembling extaſy, to peace 
Attun' d each jarring tumult of my ſoul z 

Like ſymphonies of heav'n, which oft have blets'd 
© My noontide viſions, as intrane'd I lay 

© In green-roof'd bow'r, ot gloomy grotto ſtteteh d 
By cryſtal ſpring, or tiver's murm'ring mae! 
How ſweet Heav'n harmoniz'd her peerleſs voice, 
Which warbled wild ſuch bliſs-inſpiring ſtrains, 
© Attemp'ring mild the loud, majeſtic lyre, 
That Ocean, thro' the whole horizon fwell'd 

With heav'n's reflected glories, in amage | 

© Smooth'd his wide world of waters, and beneath 

© An aged oak night's hoary Genius lean'd, 
© Liſtning the tuneful virgin's lofty hymn 

© To the great Sri TT of nature! At her lore, 
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© Ungnaw'd by care, and innocent of wealth, 

© Flam'd high my youthful heart, enrich d with bliſs, 
© Fair meed of virtue; and this wither'd hand, 190 

* Trembling and pale, which Death oft deems his own, 
| © Woke to immortal themes the ſacred lyre. 

Till cruſh'd by tyrants, whom mine honeſt ſoul 

To hyma with adulation vile diſdain'd, 

* Oblivion wrap'd me in her fable ſhroud, I95 
Deep in pale Penury's untrodden vale, 

And the cold ling'ring hand of Languor clos'd 

© Thele eyes, unchear'd by Fortune”s golden ray. 

© But better, chains, and poverty, and death, 

* Nay ev'n contempt, than ſpoils by truth unearn d. 200 
Warn d by mine adverſe ſtar to wiſdom wake. 
Hence, youthful ſhepherd, with thy flender pipe; 

Hence from the groupe of tyrants and of flaves, 

© Ungenial to the Muſe, fly, ſwiftly fly, 

* While yet around thee ſmiles life's vernal mom. 205 
Hence, if thy free-born ſoul with glories burn 

© Of blooming Albion, to th' immortal land 

Of liberty, which bore thine happier fires. 

© There high-thron'd Magnanimity unfolds | 

© Her temple's mighty portals in the breaſt 210 
Of godlike Px RV] there at large Oer all | | 


6 If 


t 
© 'Th' unclouded heav'n of his majeſtic ſoul 
© Munificence in noontide glory burſts, 
© Like ſummer, blazing from Equator ſuns ! 
© There haply from his heav'n-illumin'd eye 
May beam Benignity's propitious rays 
© Ofer the pale winter of thy fading youth, 
© And brighten life around thee. into day. 
Ves there, by ev'ry regal virtue grac'd 
© Of fam'd Northumberland's heroic chiefs, 
© Who, frowning, ſhook each tyrant's pillar'd throne, 
Or who, in milder majeſty retir'd 
© Of ſocial life, beam'd happineſs around, 
© The Fair, whoſe heav'n-ennobled heart beats high 
© With native glories of her race renown'd, 
© Shall raiſe with pious hand the drooping flow'r 
To bluſh with beauty to the genial ſun. 


© When heav'n lours horror on the wintry wooff 
© Of night, and not a ſtar the ſhepherd guides, 
© Pavilion'd deep in darkneſs in mid air | 
© *Midſt ſtorms and clouds, our ſolemn-ſable throne, 
© Hold we our annual congreſs of the dead. 
* How at the terrors of our potent call 
* Trembles the globe, and pours her millions forth 
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From all the pale dominions of the grave, 

* Defart, and ſea, and ev'ry teeming tomb 

_ © Caitiff, who, at our dread beheſt unaw'd, 

* Withholds allegiance, howls in penal fire. 

* Ceaſe at our bidding the wild winds to roar, 

© And thro' the univerſal hoſt of death, 

© Huſh'd into filent horror, we forbid 
Spirit of air, of earth, of water, fire, 

© To haunt the hallow'd manſion of the Fair ; 

© And oft as we ſome angel's radiant form 

Far off eſpy along the glooms of night 

© Trailing a length of glory, as he glides, 

© Like the moon ſtreaming thro' autumnal clouds; 
© Ev'n from the lowly hermitage of Peace, 
Turn we not heav'n's bright native at our word, 
© Tho' from the City rank corruption ſteams, 
To ſhield the Heroine with ſtarry wings, 

© To whiſper conſcious peace, and in each dream 
Pour heav'n's congenial glories thro her ſoul. 


But hark, ere trembling twilight of the morn 


© Silvers the grey miſt o'er yon mountain's head, 


© The cock's ſhrill clarion warns me.'---At th' alarm 


He ſcream'd ſuch ſignal to his train of ghoſts, 
Which peopled all the darkneſs, that mine hair, 
. P p 
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Lake 
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Like briſtles, roſe, and horror chill'd my veins. | 
Pour'd thro' the mould'ring altar's ivy'd breach 2860 
Glar'd frightful-ling'ring lightnings all around, 
Glimm'ring pale light along the lonely walls, 
And ſcar d the howling ſpectres. With his tribe 


Sudden on pinions of heav'n's rapid fire 


He vaniſh'd thro' the lofty roof aloud, 26 5 
And ſhook the gloomy temple : as they paſs'd 

'The turrets ſhriek'd with terror. From the ground 

I fprung aghaſt, and vaniſh'd into flight ; 

Tho' ever and anon methought I heard 

Sound of purſuing footſteps, and ſuch yell, 270 


As Hubert, ſage in wiſdom, as in years, 

Hath told he heard full many a time and oft 

At eventide from off the howling main, 

When rouz'd by roar of tempeſt's dread approach 

Shrill ſpirits ſhriek, as to the wave-waſh'd ſhore 275 
All black with ſtorms the foaming billows roll. 


CoLINnErT. 


See, from contagion of the world eſcap'd, 
Solemn along the lonely-winding ſhore 


Wanders our pious paſtor, as he wont, 


With 
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With every meek-ey'd Virtue in his train, 
To hold high convetſe with his native heav'n, 
And mount on early Adoration's wing. 
Let us deſcend, and, at his hallow'd feet 
In filial piety's obeyſance bow'd, 
Unfold thy wond'rous ſtory. He alone, 
Who in theſe wilds of nature day by day, 
As in the holy temple's dread receſs, | 


Eternity, and radiant worlds of bliſs, 
Will thro' the cloud of myſtery obſcure 


Pour the clear day of knowledge on our minds, 
Copious as burſts along the. ſhady vales 


From yonder eaſt this golden light of heav'n. 


Hath taught us the great Sur HER D from on high, 
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